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So | Prayed 
By Florence Dolby Wolfe 


O I prayed to my Heavenly Father 
And just as He promised, He came 
And illumined my path with wonderful 
grace; J 
My loss became spiritual gain. 
The things that I thought of great value 
Turned out to be nothing but dross 
When viewed in the light of His presence, 
And the love that shines from the 
cross. 


As I emptied my hands of earth’s prizes 
To lay up treasures above, 

He filled my heart with a radiant peace 
As a token of infinite love. 


Now I’m His, and He’s mine—I’m so 
happy, 
Jesus Christ is my joy and my song; 
Pm traveling the high road to Glory 
To sing with the blood-washéd throng ! 


Some By-Products of 
Private Prayer 


Prayer brings collateral as well as 
direct blessings. Besides the peace, 
strength, and joy that come from com- 
munion with God in private prayer, and 
the answers He grants us as time goes 


on, there are other blessings that per- 
meate our lives. We shall be less in- 
clined to talk too much if we spend 
enough time each day alone with God, 
and are in that continual attitude of 
prayer which Paul doubtless had in 
mind when he commanded us to “pray 
without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). We 
shall find that strange, restless tendency 
of the flesh to be drawn out into argu- 
ment will be subdued, for we shall 
learn to know that what other men think 
or say often has very little bearing on 
our personal relationship with God. We 
shall soon learn that the sweetest and 
best thing in life is unbroken communion 
with God; we shall begin to learn the 
utter futility of merely winning argu- 
ments and leaving our own hearts and 
the hearts of others cold; we shall learn 
more of that penetrating word, “Only 
by pride cometh contention” (Prov, 13: 


b 4 


Samuel Habich— 


10). The practice of private prayer 


‘ and an attitude of prayer help us to 


see the relative _unimportance of the 
things of time and the tremendous value 
of the things of eternity. One Christian 
man often comforted himself and others, 
in the face of difficulties and annoyances, 
by the simple little saying, “What does 
it matter in the light of eternity?” When 
we know that we have done all that we 
can to cast our care upon God, we shall 
be less inclined to anxiety and have 
freer minds to listen to the troubles of 
others and be ready and willing to help 
them. Having really taken time to lay 
out our problems before God, we can 
say to ourselves, “Now those things that 
trouble me are in better hands than 
mine, and I can get on with the work 
He has called me to do.” We must pay 
the price in time and effort, but the 
blessings will far exceed the cost. 


% 


Pioneer in India 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


a German rationalist pastor who, 
when the boy was confirmed, gave 
him a tobacco pipe in recognition of his 
reaching maturity. From this father the 
son got little instruction and less sym- 
pathy, and when Samuel was converted 


CG iicen HABICH was the son of 


his father wrote: “Thy father is over 
seventy, a learned and regarded man. 
Can he be wrong and you right?” It 
seems that Samuel had gone to a dance, 
but had left the crowd and, ina quiet 
cabbage field not far away, had lifted 
up his heart to God. As he was praying 
on his knees the Holy Spirit suddenly 
came on him and the burden of sin rolled 
away. “I had longed for an earthly 
friend,” he wrote afterward. “I found 
the eternal Friend whom I had not 
sought.” Later he heard Pastor Geibel 
preach and observed that he prayed to 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For thou, Lord, art good, and 
ready to forgive; and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon 
thee” (Psa. 86:5). 




















Jesus. This seemed to him questionable, 
until one day an inner voice said to him, 
“It is the same Jesus who has forgiven 
thee thy sins.” 

Later he became active in mercantile 
life, and finally held an important posi- 
tion in a large industry in Finland. Then 
came his call and he entered the train- 
ing school of the Basel Missionary So- 
ciety. It was a humble thing to do, for 
a successful businessman of twenty- 
eight to, sit in classrooms with young 
people and to take part in the house- 
hold duties of cleaning and bed making. 
Language study made him nearly des- 
perate. One day he threw his Hebrew 
grammar into the Rhine with the words, 
“T’'ll have nothing more to do with you 
lest you should say you had made Abra- 
ham rich.” The management wanted to 
let him go because of this inability, but 
he was so sure of his call that he re- 
fused to leave. He used every oppor- 
tunity to witness to Christ. When in 
1834 he went to India to open up a new 
mission field, he held meetings with 
sailors on the ship, preached with inter- 
preters in bazaars, and founded mission 
stations. He was sent to Kananur in 
Malabar, where many English-speaking 
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_ Winners in the Times 
Ways of Working Contest 


N THE issue of July 30, 1949, and 

in several subsequent issues, 
THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs an- 
nounced a prize contest for the 
best usable articles on six vital 
Sunday school problems. The con- 
test closed on October 1, and the 
work of reading the manuscripts 
and selecting the winners has now 
been completed, and the winners 
have been notified by mail. 

It was not an easy task to choose 
six winners out of the total of 
eighty-seven manuscripts received, 
for many excellent articles were 
submitted. Twenty-seven states and 
three provinces in Canada were 
represented. Although no attempt 
was made to consider the location 
of the writer in choosing the prize 
winners, it is interesting that the 
six prize winners live in six differ- 
ent states, 

Here are the names of the win- 
ners: 

Essential Sunday School Equip- 
ment and How We Made or 
Secured It 
Mrs. Keith T. Postlethwaite, 
Ocean City, Md. 

Caring For and Interesting Visitors 
Miss Inez Spence, 

Tulsa 4, Okla. . 
How We Finance Our 
Sunday School 
William A. Boyd, 
Charleston 6, S. C. 
Providing Good Music for 
the Sunday School 
Robert L. Bachman, 
Chicago 13, Ill. 
Avoiding or Overcoming That 
Summer Slump 
Mrs. Harold J. Strauss, 
Fullerton, Pa. 
Holding Young People and Seniors 
Henry Jacobs, 
Long Beach 6, Calif. 

From among those manuscripts 
not considered prize winners, the 
Trmes reserved the right, under 
the terms of the contest, to choose 
a number of articles for publica- 
tion, at its usual editorial rates. 
Twenty-four such manuscripts 
were accepted. 

It will be seen, therefore, that 
Sunpay Scuoot Times readers may 
expect, in the near future, a wealth 
of information on tested Sunday 
school methods, 

You will not want to miss these 
ways of working articles as they 
appear from time to time, and 
doubtless many will want to send 
a year’s subscription to the Times 
to other Sunday school workers 
so that they, too, may enjoy and 
profit by these fine articles. 
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Hindus lived. He met fierce Brahmin 
hostility when he preached at idol festi- 
vals and was pelted with stones and cow 
dung. Elephants were driven on him 
to crush him. But God protected him, 
and the animals veered and charged 
their owners. 

“I go to the bazaar with fear and 
trembling,” he wrote. “I take off my hat, 
cover my face in order, silently, to send 
a sighing prayer up to my crucified Sav- 
iour, and then open my Kanarese Testa- 
ment to such a passage as Hebrews 9: 
27, “And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment.” In 1847 a mighty movement took 
place among the heathen. They came 
to him in companies. His heart was 
filled with holy fire as he went from 
place to place crying, “Repent, for the 
Kingdom of God is at hand.” 





The fire leaped from town to town. 
It reached the soldiers of the English 
garrison. Many English officers were 
brought to Christ, for the garrison was 
always changing. He was without fear 
of man’s face. Once he shouted to Gen- 
eral Carnegie, who was being rowed in 
a boat to Kananur: “Where are you 
going?” 

“To Kananur,” came the reply. 

“Are you sure?” said Habich. 

“Of course I’m sure,” answered Car- 
negie. 

“Are you equally sure that you will 
reach Heaven? Think about it.” 

This word was an arrow. The General 
prayed the whole night through until he 
came to certainty of salvation. 

Habich would visit officers when they 
were resting from the heat of the day 
at noon. If they hid from him he told 
them that they could not escape the eye 
of God. On one occasion a captain would 
not admit him to the house, so he 
kneeled on the pavement before the 
house in the intense heat and prayed for 
his conversion. This he did three days 
in succession until the captain yielded 
to Christ. 

In the archives of the Basel Mission 
at Kananur is a leather portfolio with 
the label, “Letters from French Rocks.” 
At this place were the cantonments of 
the 39th Sepoy Regiment, which. was 
called “Habich’s Life Guard Regiment,” 
because nearly all its officers were led 
to Christ by him. The portfolio enclosed 
sixty letters from these officers to their 
spiritual father, Samuel Habich. 





After twenty-five years of strenuous 
labor Habich was obliged to return to 
Europe because of broken health. The 
last years of life were spent preaching 
to the heathen of Germany and Switzer- 
land. In Switzerland he was beaten 
nearly to death. He gladly endured 
mockery. “The Habich in me must die. 
In submission is victory.” His preach- 
(Continued on page 1159) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


A Correction 


I wonder whether you have had any 
letters yet on the printer’s error in 
my article [“Seeing God_ in ° Every 
Circumstance,” Nov. 5]. The printer 
a in the word “child” on the seventh 
ine down instead of the word “trial,” 
Of course, anyone reading the article 
would know what word was meant, 
and each one cf your readers knows 
that you do not believe in the uni- 
versal Fatherhood of God, which that 
line seems to imply as_ printed— 
Arthur Petrie, Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, Wash. 

The editors regret the error in Dr. 
Petrie’s editorial in the Thanksgiving 
Number. The sentence should have read: 
“No life can be in real rest and have 
real freedom until God is seen in every 
trial; in some, at once; in others, later 
on when more mature in the spiritual 
life.” 

Some harassed parents may have 
sometimes been driven to the hasty con- 
clusion that “trial” and “child” are syno- 
nyms, but neither Dr. Petrie nor the 
Times believes that this is so. 

“Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward. As arrows are in the hand of 
a mighty man; so are children of the 
youth” (Psa. 127:3, 4). 


bd 


An Apology to 
Friends of J. N. Darby 


I was sorely pained and grieved sev- 
eral days ago when I received the 
November 19th issue of the Times 
when I came to page 1035 and read 
the advertisement of John R. Rice’s 
books. 

“Not the ultradispensational view- 
point of the Darbyites”!!! 

Then he goes on and classes us alto- 

(Continued on page 1160) 





Coming Next Week 


‘HE Missionary Number of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs is always 
rich in information and inspiration 
for believers who take seriously 
their missionary responsibility to 
go, pray, and send. “Why Has the 
Church Failed To Evangelize the 
World?” is the challenging title of 
two articles by Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, the first of which appears 
in next week’s Missionary Number. 
“God May Call Your Child,” by 
Charlotte E, Arnold, should stimu- 
late parents to train and prepare 
children for the great privilege of 
carrying the Good News to the 
uttermost parts. These and other 
fine articles will make next week’s 
Missionary Number one that you 
will want to preserve or pass on to 
friends. 
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ll. The Great Awakening in Los Angeles 


The far-reaching influence of the outpouring of the Spirit 
on the meetings led by Billy Graham 


Holy Spirit was also working 
across the nation. Telephone calls 
began pouring in from city after 

city telling of revival fires beginning 
to burn because of what was happening 
in Los Angeles. Jack Shuler telephoned 
from Lynchburg, Va., that his meetings 
were crowded out. Shuler is the son 
of Dr. “Bob” Shuler, who has been pas- 
tor of Trinity Methodist Church in Los 
Angeles for over twenty-five years. Dr. 
Harold Ockenga sent a similar message 
from Syracuse. The London Daily Mail 
called by long distance to get details 
of the meetings. The day before the 
campaign closed Graham received a tele- 
gram from Philadelphia saying that one 
hundred and twenty ministers were 
meeting in prayer asking for revival and 
praising God for what He was doing in 
Los Angeles. Several foreign countries 
were heard from, including China and 
France. A cablegram came from South 
Africa, asking for a campaign to cover 
fifteen cities. 

In the final weeks and hours of the 
campaign the Holy Spirit was convict- 
ing many, not only in the tent, but after 
people had left the tent and gone home. 
Many returned, unable to rest, and found 
the Lord late at night in the inquiry 
tent. Billy Graham was in the inquiry 
tent almost every night dealing with 
sinners. Mrs. Graham was on the tele- 
phone day and night answering calls 
from those under conviction and want- 
ing to be saved. Mrs. Barrows, besides 
singing with her husband and playing 
the organ for the services, was also 
working behind the scenes with Mrs. 
Graham. Many were blessed by the 
sweet Christian humility of these gen- 
tlewomen, who, like their husbands, de- 
sired only to see the Lord given pre- 
eminence. Billy Graham was called on 
the phone at 2.30 a.m. by a well-known 
Los Angeles physician who wanted to 
be saved. 


Deep Conviction Brought by the Spirit 

One more instance illustrates how deep 
was the conviction being brought upon 
the hearts of men by the Holy Spirit. 
During the seventh week of the revival, 
and just as Graham was nearing the end 
of his message, a man walked down the 
center aisle and up to the platform. Dr. 
Graham stopped preaching, stepped to 
the edge of the platform, and asked the 
man what he wanted. He said, “I want 
to be saved.” A personal worker led 
him to the prayer tent. Later that eve- 
ning he told how he had left the tent 
a few nights before under conviction, 
“Tonight I was about two miles from 
here sitting at a table in a saloon look- 





In his remarkable little book, “Old 
Time Revivals” (Pickering & Inglis, 
London), John Shearer, at the begin- 
ning of his chapter on “The Aber- 
deenshire Revival of 1859,” wrote 
this: 

“In 1859, the Heavenly rain-cloud 
that so mightily refreshed the Ameri- 
can Church in the previous year, 
crossed the Atlantic, outpoured upon 
Ulster an unspeakable blessing, and 
then hovered over the whole ex- 
tent of the British Isles. Nowhere 
was the effusion more marvelous 
than in Aberdeenshire. For some 
years before many had mourned in 
secret the long spiritual dearth and, 
as God’s set time approached, these 
gathered into little praying groups 
throughout the county. In Aber- 
deen itself there were not a few of 
these watchful bands of intercessors, 
the largest meeting on Saturday eve- 
nings in the Free North Church.” 

Can we hope for a renewal of that 
outpouring of God’s convicting and 
saving power which came upon 
America and England nearly one 
hundred years ago? No one doubts 
the need of it, and there are “mercy 
drops” falling in other cities besides 
Los Angeles. Let all who believe 
God continue in faithful, fervent 
prayer for revival throughout this 
land. 








ing at a glass of beer which was before 
me. I was thinking of what Billy Gra- 
ham had said. Then I said to myself, 
‘Joe, when are you going to get saved?’ 
That was all the sermon I needed. I 
jumped into a taxi, got out of it here 
at the tent, and walked down the aisle, 
and now, praise God, I’m saved and my 
sins are gone.” 

In addition to literally scores who 
were saved over the telephone, Mr. 
Moon, who had charge of the personal 
work staff, told the writer that there 
were nearly 4,000 decisions for Christ 
in the inquiry tent. There were also 
thousands of decisions of one kind or 
another by the Lord’s people. Mr. Moon 
is the father of Irwin A. Moon, well- 
known for his “Sermons from Science.” 
The personal work staff was carefully 
and prayerfully organized. Only expe- 
rienced workers were allowed to deal 
with the unsaved. 


Under the leadership of Cliff Barrows, 
and with the splendid assistance of Child 
Evangelism workers, over 1,000 children 
found the Lord in the meetings held 
each Saturday morning. 





By CUTLER B. WHITWELL 


A whole chapter could be written of 
the many wonderful things that hap- 
pened in the prayer tent which was also 
the inquiry room. People under the 
influence of liquor came in and arose 
from their knees absolutely sober and 
with Christ in their hearts. Billy Gra- 
ham dealt with a man who seemed hope- 
lessly intoxicated. Billy put his arms 
around him, got him to his knees, and 
led him to the Saviour. That man’s sal- 
vation resulted in his home being re- 
established and almost at once he was 
given a fine job. 

Back of these far-reaching and thrill- 
ing results lies the great emphasis placed 
on prayer. Every day at noon many 
met for prayer under the leadership of 
Cliff Barrows. Armin Gesswein con- 
ducted several all-day prayer meetings. 
Hours before the evening service people 
were in the prayer tent on their knees 
Hundreds of groups were also meeting 
in homes and churches. 


Has a Nation-Wide Revival Begun? 
The result of this great prayer effort, 
which started one year before the cam- 
paign, is that Los Angeles has had the 
greatest, the sanest, and the most spir- 
itual revival campaign in her history. 
The evangelistic team and the Christ 
for Greater Los Angeles Committee be- 
lieve that a nation-wide revival is under 
way. Many pastors share in this be- 


- lief. At a meeting called to plan for 


conserving the results of the campaign, 
over 400 pastors responded. The National 
Association of Evangelicals, the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches, and 
the Church Federation were represented. 
These men were deeply moved as they 
heard several converts tell what the 
Lord had done for them and their homes, 
and as they listened to Billy Graham’s 
heart-searching appeal for revival many 
were in tears. A well-known Modern- 
ist pastor of a large Los Angeles church 
confessed that he had been preaching 
for years without having been born 
again. He said, “As I listened to Har- 
vey Fritts tell how God had saved him 
and restored his home, and as I looked at 
Billy Graham and heard his simple but 
stirring appeal, I was convicted by fhe 
Holy Spirit, and I was born again right 
here in this room.” 

At the last meeting, Sunday afternoon, 
November 20, Billy preached to another 
great crowd. Many had been there since 
morning. By noon the tent was nearly 





Correction.—Information. received after 
last week’s issue of the Tmwes went to press 
indicates that the name of one of the con- 
verts mentioned in Mr. Whitwell’s first grti- 
cle should be Mr. Harvey Fritts, not Fritz. 
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filled, and at three o’clock there were 
almost as many standing around the tent 
as there were inside. Several hundred 
pastors were on the platform. Dr. Gra- 
ham pleaded for a continuation of the 
revival; that it might be channeled from 
the tent into the churches throughout 
the Los Angeles area. There was over- 
whelming evidence that the campaign 
had brought the pastors together in a 
new bond of fellowship. The converts 
were urged to unite with churches true 
to God’s Word. He charged the many 
congregations assembled to be loyal to 
their pastors. He paid high tribute to 
the way pastors and churches had 
worked and sacrificed in order that this 
campaign might receive the fullest bless- 
ing of God. He then closed his message 
with a final appeal to sinners, and many 
confessed the Lord, 

Many pastors and laymen gave thanks 
to God because of the way Christ had 
been glorified, not only by the humility 
of the team, but also because they had 
lifted evangelism to that high plane 
which it should occupy. Hungry souls 
were satisfied with the water of life. A* 
tines there was a bit of humor to re 
lieve mounting tension. There were 
very few illustrations, but there was a 
vast amount of the Word of God empha- 
sized by, “That is what the Bible says,” 
or, “The Word of God says,” or, “The 
Scripture says.” Frequently while quot- 
ing God’s Word or reading it he inter- 
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jected these words: “People aren’t in- 
terested in what Billy Graham thinks or 
what Billy Graham says. People want 
to know what God has to say.” 

One final word! From the moment 
that Cliff Barrows with his inspiring 
leadership led the opening hymn until 
the closing chorus on the final day, there 
was a deep sense of the Holy Spirit's 
brooding over the great silent sea of 
humanity. It was impossible to look 
over that far-reaching multitude who 
seemed to be pressing forward for the 
bread of life without being reminded of 
that other day when the Lord, seeing 
the multitudes, had compassion on them. 
As in that far-off day, the multitudes 
were being fed and blessed by the same 
Saviour and the same blessed Word. One 
will not soon forget Beverly Shea as he 
sang the Gospel to those eager multi- 
tudes and prepared their hearts to re- 
ceive the message from God’s Holy 
Word, the Bible, 

“Then Philip went down to the citv 
of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 
them. And the people with one accord 
gave heed unto those things which Philip 
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did. .. . And there was great 
joy in that city” (Acts 8:5, 6, 8). 

This Scripture tells what happens 
when an evangelistic team chosen of 
God is willing to step aside and allow 
the Holy Spirit, through them, to mag- 
nify the Lord Jesus Christ. 


PASADENA, CALIF. 


ll. The Environment of the Early Church 


Its religious environment 


By MERRILL C. TENNEY, Ph.D. 


This second article by Dr. Tenney, with the first, which was published 
last week, forms a side light on the first quarter’s lessons in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson Series for 1950. 


HE rise and growth of the Roman 

Empire, within whose domain Chris- 
tianity was born, brought a tremendous 
change in the religious history of the 
world. The first century was a period 
of flux, in which old faiths were fading 
and in which new faiths were rising, 
Christianity among them. Every type 
of religion that is current today was 
known then in essence if not in the 
form which it may now possess, and 
its relation to the Gospel was the same 
then as now. The religious world of 
the modern era is in some ways strik- 
ingly similar to that of the first cen- 
tury under the Cesars, 

The types of religion that were cur- 
rent may be divided into six different 
classes, each of which had its followers. 
Not all flourished equally in any given 
locality, though doubtless all were rep- 
resented in the great cities such as Alex- 
andria or Antioch. Some were a heri- 


tage from the past and others were of 
recent origin. Within each class of re- 
ligion were many varieties that were 
determined by local conditions or by 
the differing emphasis given by their 
respective adherents. Together, they 
made the picture of paganism as the 
apostolic church knew it. 

The oldest faith of the Roman world 
was the state religion, which recog- 
nized the gods of the Greco-Roman 
pantheon as they were represented in 
the mythology and literature of an- 
tiquity. Usually, each city claimed one 
or more patron deities, whose worship 
was maintained by an official priesthood 
at public expense, and who were ex- 
pected to protect the citizens from harm. 
Temples were erected and maintained as 
expressive of the city’s acknowledgment 
of the god, and the sacrifices and festi- 
vals were observed as civic rites. 

This worship, however, had begun to 
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decline long before the time of Chris. 
tianity. The collapse of the independent 
city-states had discredited their gods: 
for, if the gods could not or would not 
protect their worshipers, of what value 


were they? The gross immoralities and 
petty squabbles of these deities, ‘who 
were only magnified men, exposed them 
to the ridicule of the satirists and to the 
scorn of the philosophers. Plato, more 
than three centuries before Christ, had 
said that the tales of the gods should 
be excluded from the ideal state, since 
they would tend to corrupt youth by 
their evil example.!' Furthermore, with 
some exceptions, the state religions 
tended to make the gods impersonal be- 
ings who were quite oblivious of the 
needs and sufferings of men, except as 
they might receive honor or worship 
from them. The state religion professed 
to insure only the safety of the state. 
It offered no intimate contact with deity 
nor any answer to the personal problems 
of life and death. There were still mul- 
titudes who were worshipers of these 
local gods, like those of Jupiter-before- 
the-city, at Lystra (Acts 14:13), but their 
numbers were diminishing rather than 
increasing. Nevertheless, the shrines 
and worship of these pagan deities still 
flourished in the world of the New Tes- 
tament, and the preachers of the new 
message had to meet this faith, which 
had the advantage of being entrenched 
in the minds of the people from time 
immemorial. 

A second type of religicn was philos- 
ophy. Philosophy is the attempt to give 
a rational account of the universe. in 
which we live, and to define what our 
relation to it should be. Since it was 
based chiefly on deductions made from 
scientific investigation, whether of out- 
ward facts or of inward thoughts, it 
appealed much more strongly to the 
upper classes, who were sufficiently well 
educated to grasp its subtleties, than it 
did to the lower classes, who consid- 
ered it too abstract for their personal 
use. Among the common people, how- 
ever, it was gaining ground as a prac- 
tical faith because it appealed to ration- 
ality rather than to superstition. 

There were two philosophies that were 


- especially popular. The Stoics held that 


the universe is ordered by perfect law. 
Conformity to nature was regarded to 
be man’s highest good; and the truly 
righteous man was the one who could 
control himself perfectly by reason, and 
who could meet both prosperity and 
calamity in the same spirit. Kipling’s 
“If,” which depicts the man who is the 
perfection of worldly wisdom, is a mod- 
ern version of Stoicism, 

The Epicureans held that the universe 
is governed by pure chance. Man is a 
free spirit; pleasure is his highest good. 
Let him seek as the best things of life 
those that contribute the most to his 


1 Plato, ‘‘Republic” II, p. 378; III, p. 390. 
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Lesson for January 8 


gjoyment. These need not be sensual 
pleasure. Indeed, Epicurus, the founder 
of the school, held that overindulgence 
in any pleasure reduces it to satiety and 
peredom; hence moderation should be 
observed in all things. In practical use, 
however, Epicureanism became the pop- 
wlar excuse for indulgence in any ex- 
cess, if it provided enjoyment. Its motto 
was: “Eat, drink, and be merry, for 
tomorrow we die.” 2 

Both of these philosophies are men- 
tioned specifically in Luke’s account of 
Paul’s preaching in Athens (Acts 17:18), 
and his answer to them appears in his 
address as. recorded there. Neither 
Stoicism nor Epicureanism had any room 
for a personal God. To the Stoic, God 
—if he believed in God at all — was the 
impersonal pervasive force of the uni- 
yerse that controlled and empowered all 
things. As the universe rolled along 
its relentless way, no prayers or tears 
on our part, and no feelings of compas- 
sion or personal will on its part, would 
change the outcome of destiny. The 
Epicurean was practically an atheist: for 
if the universe were governed by chance, 
then it contained neither personal will 
nor design of a creator. When Paul 
spoke of “the God that made the world 
and all things therein” (Acts 17:24) he 
repudiated both Stoicism and Epicurean- 
ism in one breath. 

A more practical religion of the Chris- 
tian Era was emperor worship. The con- 
centration of the executive functions of 
the state in the person of one man had 
vested him with powers unprecedented 
in the history of Rome. The fact that 
he was able to use these powers for the 
good of the Empire created the feeling 
that there must be something divine in 
him. Julius Cesar was, after his death, 
talled Divus Julius, or “The Divine 
Julius.” An emperor-cult gradually 
grew up, until, in the time of Domitian 
a century and a half later, the reigning 
emperor attempted to compel his sub- 
jects to worship him. The refusal of the 
Christians to do so precipitated one of 
the most violent persecutions of the 
church, and brought upon them the 
stigma of being unpatriotic. Emperor- 
worship, however, was regarded as hav- 
ing great value for the state. It unified 
natriotic and religious emotion, and made 
support of the state a religious duty. 
The Christian attitude on this question 
is reflected in the Apocalypse, which re- 
veals unmistakably the hostility between 
the claims of Christ and the claims of 
a pagan politico-religious system. 

The worship of the emperor was a 
political expedient rather than an an- 
Swer to the spiritual cravings that 
neither the old state religion nor the 
popular philosophies could satisfy, 
though it did provide a visible and pow- 


*Cf. 1 Corinthians 15:32, where Paul states 
what might be a logical philosophy were there 
Ro resurrection. 
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erful personality as an object of devo- 
tion. Emperor-worship took a place 
along with older religions as a national 
cult; the philosophies were accepted by 
thinking men who revolted from the 
crude immoralities and superstitions of 
traditional religion, but none of these 
possessed the answer to the problems of 
individual conduct and destiny that had 
begun to occupy the minds of the rest- 
less multitudes. 

Three other religious movements did 
attempt to answer these problems. The 
Mystery religions were mostly of East- 
ern origin, and were introduced into the 
Empire from other lands. The cult of 
Cybele came from Asia;: that of the 
Eleusinian mysteries from Greece, prob- 
ably with an Oriental-Cretan back- 
ground. The cult of Isis and Osiris came 
from Egypt; Mithraism was Persian. 
While all of these cults differed in origin 
and in detail, they were alike in certain 
broad characteristics. Each was cen- 
tered about a legendary god who had 
died and who was resuscitated. Each 
had a ritual of formule and of washings, 
of symbol, and of secret dramatic rep- 
resentation of the experience of the god, 
by which the initiate was inducted into 
that experience, and so, presumably, ren- 
dered a candidate for immortality. The 
procedure of these initiations was some- 
what similar to that of our modern se- 
cret societies. In these brotherhoods, 
slave and master, rich and poor, high 
and low, met on the same footing. The 
Mystery religions satisfied the desire for 
immortality and for social equality. 
They offered an outlet for emotion in re- 
ligion, and they made it very personal. 

Judaism also had a wide appeal to men 
in the Empire. Carried far and wide by 
Jews of the Dispersion, it flourished in 
the centers of trade, wherever there 
were enough Jews to have a syna- 
gogue. Its possession of a_ fixed lit- 
erature in contrast to uncertain myths, 
its strict monotheism in contrast to 
polytheism and to the vague pan- 
theism of the philosophers, and its in- 
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sistence on ethical righteousness as a 
religious duty attracted many who saw 
the flaws in other faiths, Not all adopted 
Judaism wholly; for its rigid regulations 
of food and its exclusive attitude toward 
Gentiles prevented many from becoming 
Jews. Nevertheless there gathered 
around the larger synagogues a group 
of “God-fearers” who had accepted Jew- 
ish theism and ethics without adopting 
all the accompanying legal restrictions. 
The Book of Acts tells us that to this 
group the early missionaries preached 
frequently and that from them the first 
Gentile converts were drawn.% 

Judaism as a whole, however, rapidly 
became hostile to Christianity. The 
growing rift between the two was deen- 
ened as the church became increasingly 
Gentile in constituency. With the fall 
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the Jewish 
nation passed out of existence 4s an in- 
dependent commonwealth, and the Jew- 
ish church of Jerusalem disappeared. 

Magic and occult worship § throve 
among the unlettered and depressed 
masses of people. Fear of demons and 
of the forces of nature haunted them. 
The store of magical papyri unearthed 
in Egypt has shown that charms and 
amulets were used widely to avert 
plagues, to exorcise demons, and to 
bring success in the daily business of 
life. Astrology, witchcraft, and com- 
merce with the snirits of the dead were 
practiced everywhere. The burning of 
the magical books at Ephesus (Acts 19: 
19) is simply one evidence of the gen- 
eral spiritual darkness that prevailed 
over the world. 

Among these conflicting beliefs the 
Gospel of Christ came as a new and 
cleansing power. Its message was satis- 
fying to human yearning for light and 
was destructive of debasing superstition 
and false worship. It proved to be in- 
deed the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believed (Rom. 1:16). 


% Acts 13:43; 14:1; 17:4, 10, 12, et. al 
WueaTon, ILL, 


V. The Pope—and the Keys of the Kingdom 


Conflicting claims as to the Pope's power 


HE Roman Church, through the ad- 
vertisements of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus in a number of popular maga- 
zines, is making a great bid for the eye 
and ear of the peoples of the Western 
Hemisphere, America, as well as Canada, 
is being swamped with literature. 
Costly advertisements and booklets are 
being circulated by the millions. In 
these, statements are made and argu- 
ments are used, evidently with the hope 
that no one will detect how untrue and 
unsound they really are. 
“Why the Catholic Church Says ‘In- 





By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


vestigate !’” is the title of-one of the 
recent advertisements appearing. in 
popular magazines, e.g.. New Liberty, 
August,.1949. If there is any system on 
earth that cannot bear the light of in- 
vestigation, it is the Roman Church, her 
history, and her teachings. 

Let us, for the present, investigate one 
brief chapter in the Knights of Colum- 
bus literature, “Why Millions Call Him 
‘Holy Father.’” The chapter is entitled 
“The Pope — and the Keys of the King- 
dom.” It opens with the statement: 
“Any doubt that Jesus intended to make 
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the Apostle Peter His Vicar should be 
dispelled by the way Christ singled him 
out when He promised: ‘And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 


and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 


earth shall be loosed in heaven’ (Matt. 
16:19)” (p. 13). “ “The keys’ were then, 
and still are today, a symbol of supreme 
authority. . . . All the Apostles were 
given authority in Christ’s Church, but 
only Peter was made the keybearer, the 
Vicar of Christ in that Church” (pp. 
13, 14), 


ROMAN AUTHORITIES VERSUS K. oF C. 

The study of Romish literature empha- 
sizes the serious conflict between their 
various authorities on fundamental 
issues. Here the Knights of Columbus, 
acting as spokesmen for their church, 
say, “Only Peter was made the key- 
bearer.” On the other hand, Romish 
eatechisms affirm that every bishop and 
priest has the power of the keys. In 
the catechism of highest authority, viz., 
“Catechism of the Council of Trent,” by 
the Very Rev. J. Donovan, D.D., we 
read: “We see clearly intimated by our 
Lord in a most beautiful metaphor, 
when he called the power of administer- 
ing this sacrament the key of the king- 
dom of heaven (Matt. 16:19); for as no 
one can gain admittance into any place 
without the aid of him to whom the keys 
have been committed, so do we under- 
stand that no one is admitted into 
heaven, unless its gates be opened by 
the priests, to whose fidelity the Lord 
has confided its keys” (Part II, chapter 
V, Ques. XLITI). The same is stated in 
the Canons of the Council of Trent, viz., 
that the power of the keys was given 
by Christ to all priests his vicars, as 
presidents and judges. 


THE Power CLAIMED FOR THE POPE 


Thus we see that the authorities of 
the Church of Rome are at Variance 
among themselves, teaching opposite 
views and contradictory interpretations 
concerning the same Scripture. What- 
ever this power was, it was given to all 
the disciples, as we read in the Douay 
Version, “Amen I say to you, whatsoever 
you shall bind upon earth, shall be 
bound also in heaven: and whatsoever 
you shall loose upon earth shall be 
loosed also in heaven” (Matt. 18:18). 
While the Roman Church has to recog- 
nize this, she seeks to give Peter a place 
of pre-eminence by saying, “But only 
Peter was made the keybearer.” 

The Knights of Columbus literature, 
broadcast over America and Canada, 
speaking of the power of binding and 
loosing, says: “‘To bind and to loose’ 
is an authority over the entire Church, 
which was symbolized by the keys. 
Christ declared that He will ratify the 
acts of His Vicar. Thus Christ made 
Himself responsible for the acts of Peter 
as His Vicar , . . his binding and loos- 
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ing would be approved in Heaven. The 
power of binding and loosing means only 
one thing: the power to make laws for 
the Church in accordance with its mis- 
sion. . . . When Christ made Himself 
responsible for Peter’s official acts .. . 
Christ also knew that the authority 
given to Peter must be transmitted to 
Peter’s successors” (pp. 13, 14). 

Let it be noted, that the Roman 
Church reads into this particular Scrip- 
ture (Matt. 16:19) that our Lord, by this 
statement, made Himself responsible for 
all the official acts of all the popes down 
to the present time. The official acts 
of popes have blackened the history of 
the world, and blighted millions of the 
human race; and yet all these official 
acts, with their pride, treachery and 
wickedness, are wrapped up in the 
Scripture, Matthew 16:19, and the world 
is told our Lord made Himself respon- 
sible for them all. What wicked trav- 
esty is here! 


Wuat Is THE PAPAL POWER CLAIMED? 


The power of the keys is claimed, 
by the modern Roman Church, for the 
Pope exclusively. The Jesuit writer, the 
Rev. Father F. X. Weninger, D.D., in 
“A Manual of the Catholic Religion,” 
teaches: “Q. Whom did Christ make 
the head of the whole Church and His 
vicegerent upon earth? A. St. Peter... 
He ... delivers to him the keys of 
heaven; and these words mean nothing 
else than the very highest power over 
the whole Church. .. . The Pope of 
Rome is, as successor of Peter and 
vicegerent of Christ, the supreme Judge 
in matters of faith... . St. Maximan, 
Patriarch of Constantinople, professes, 
in his letter addressed to the entire 
East: ‘All the boundaries of the globe, 
all confessors of the true faith, look up 
to the dignity and authority of the Pope 
of Rome, as to the sun. The Creator of 
the world chose him from among the 
rest of mortals on the face of the earth; 
He yielded up to him, by preference, the 
office of instructor; and conferred upon 
him this right for ever, that whosoever 
wishes to know divine and hidden things, 
must have recourse to this oracle of sci- 
ence and doctrine. . . . This belief is 
also that of the General Councils of the 
Church: ‘Peter has spoken through Leo.’ 
So the Fathers of the Council of Chal- 
cedon exclaim, ‘Cursed be he that does 
not believe thus!’” (pp. 102-105.) 

Thus the Roman Church glibly claims 
her Pope is the universal, God-appointed, 
oracle of science and doctrine, and curses 
all who do not believe it. How con- 
trary this is to the spirit of the New 
Testament! There is nothing in Scrip- 
ture to indicate special powers were 
delegated to Peter. 

What does the Roman Church mean 
when she says that the Pope holds the 
“keys of the Kingdom,” and has the 
power of binding and loosina? Here is 
a sample of her audacious claim: “The 
Pope is as it were God on earth, sole 
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sovereign of the faithful of Christ, chief 
king of kings, having plentitude of 
power, to whom has been entrusted by 
the omnipotent God direction not only 
of the earthly but also of the heavenly 
kingdom.” This is taken from Ferraris’s 
“Ecclesiastical Dictionary,” of which the 
latest edition appeared in 1899; and, ac- 
cording to the “Catholic Encyclopedia,” 
is recognized as authoritative, being 
lauded as “a precious mine of informa. 
tion.” 

In this “Ecclesiastical Dictionary,” 
known also by the title “Prompta Biblio- 
theca,” nothing seems too blasphemous 
in relation to the so-called binding and 
loosing power of the Pope. This “veri- 
table encyclopedia of religious knowl- 
edge” dares to state, “The Pope can 
modify divine law, since his power is 
not of man but of God, and he acts as 
vicegerent of God upon earth with most 
ample power of binding and loosing his 
sheep.” 


THE Pope’s Power To EXcOMMUNICATE 
ANGELS 
“Prompta_ Bibliotheca,” 
from Rome in 1890, further states: 
“Moreover the superiority and _ the 
power of the Roman pontiff by no means 
pertain only to heavenly things, to 
earthly things, and to things under the 
earth, but are even over angels, than 
whom he is greater. So that if it were 
possible that the angels might err in 
the faith, or might think contrary to 
the faith, they could be judged and ex- 
communicated by the Pope. For he is 
of so great dignity and power that he 
forms one and the same tribunal with 

Christ.” 

While this is blasphemous, it is also 
utterly ludicrous. Only the Roman 
Church could be guilty of such silly 
nonsense and impertinence in the name 
of religion. Imagine the angels in 
Heaven all atremble lest the Pope of 
Rome discover they do not believe all the 
Romish innovations of doctrine! Im- 
agine the angels in Glory being fearful 
of being excommunicated by a frail 
mortal on earth —the Pope! 


The issued 


Keys! Keys!! sut Wuicn Keys? 


The mistake fatal to the claims of the 
Roman Church is that, while they seek 
to surround the origin of the keys with 
an air of mystery and a semblance of 
antiquity, they do not — and here is the 
strange thing about it, they do not date 
the origin of the keys early enough! 
Many of the papal claims are pagan 
instead of apostolic. Here is a case in 
point, instead of the power of the keys 
being dated from the time of the apos- 
tles, it should be dated back to pagan 
times. Much that is found in modern 
Romanism can be dated back to early 
Babylonianism, which, by centuries, 
antedated the time of Christ. As the 
church of the fourth century felt the 
influence of Constantine and of pagan 


(Continued on page 1160) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





mer is now more fully known. 
Eight evangelical Bolivians and the 
Rev. Norman Dabbs, a Canadian Bap- 
tist, were, in the words of La Patria of 
La Paz, “clubbed and chopped to death.” 
This newspaper affirms that the insti- 
gator was a Catholic priest, Javier Tu- 
miri. The three hundred Indians in the 
mob had been plied with liquor — the 
old association of rum and Romanism. 
“I saw all the bodies,” says the agent 
of the Bible Society; “nearly all had 
their heads bashed in.” The funeral 
was a great, triumphant testimony. The 
coffins were carried from the church to 
the cemetery and a thousand evangel- 
icals sang hymns all the way. The whole 
city was moved. Mr. Norman Dabbs 
was a man of great gifts who had had a 
wonderful ministry in Bolivia. Of the 
other martyrs, Carlos Meneses was one 
of the finest of the younger ministers, 
marked out for a great work by his de- 
votion and ability; Francisco Salazar 
was president of the Bolivia Baptist 
Union. 
“And they stoned Stephen, calling 


Tine Bolivian massacre of last sum- 











upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit.” 

Bolivia is far away. New Brunswick 
[prov. E. Canada] is at our doors. Mr. 
Lanctin of the Bonne Nouvelle Mission 
in Moncton prints four threatening let- 
ters recently received. From internal 
evidence of wording, etc., he believes 
them to have been written by priests, or 
under priestly supervision. One reads: 

“We warn you in Christ that love 
forces us to beat you up, to poison you, 
and we will do it. Be prepared for it! 
Society has to be delivered from such 
disgusting ones. Prepare yourself to re- 
turn to your coffin and to appear before 
the Judge whom you have rejected. 
Think on these things, Vinet and son, 
as well as H. Lanctin. A group of 
Canadians from Quebec are awaiting the 
appointed time.” 

In Angola the government has been 
arresting Kambandas, a secret heathen 
society organized to kill people and es- 
pecially to rid the country of all Euro- 
peans. They have been isolated on a 
lonely island in the Atlantic. Cannot 
the Canadian Government find an island 
equally lonely for the use of its citizens 
who write such threatening letters? 


Advance in South America.—Dr. Rem- 
bao, in describing the advance, says: 
“If you do not believe in miracles, buy 
yourself an air ticket to Mexico City, 
or Havana, or Lima, or Belo Horizonte, 
or Sao Paulo in Brazil. Drop in at meet- 
ings. or go to any public park on a 
Sunday afternoon, and you yourself will 


get a bit of religion, however wee, even 
if you do not command the local lan- 
guage. For you will get the meaning of 
what those preachers are saying simply 
by looking at them; from the look on 
their faces and the light in their eyes 
when they shout, ‘Folk of Christ, to the 
charge! Perhaps it has been the 
Father’s good pleasure to give the King- 
dom unto this new people of His, and 
perhaps before long, even the sending 
churches may feel the fire that, in this 
very hour, is sweeping through Latin 
America with the tempo of a world- 
shaking conflagration.” 

The Rev. J. Borges dos Santos, an out- 
standing Brazilian pastor, reports that, 
in Brazil, so strong is the evangelistic 
impulse that the churches cannot accom- 
modate all the people. “They are like 
a boy who has grown out of his clothes. 
Pants and sleeves are too short.” There 
are 700,000 pupils in Brazilian Sunday 
schools. Brazil has now its own Bible 
Society, whose secretary, Mr. Krischke, 
says that there is a veritable hunger for 
the Word in that land. 

Concrete examples of this phenomenal 
growth! The Presbytery of Rio Doce 
(State of Minas) has 7 ordained minis- 
ters, 21 churches, 149 preaching places 
besides churches, and 91 Sunday schools 
with 7,280 pupils. 

Young people take evangelism seri- 
ously. Those of the First Baptist Church 
in Vitoria (State of Espirito Santo) go 
out in a truck to an area without an 
evangelical church. “A loud speaker 
was hitched to a gatepost and wired to 
the battery of the truck. An open-air 
service was held with hymns, prayers, 
and Gospel messages, and these could 
be heard by people in groups, or in their 
homes, over a wide area. New Testa- 
ments, portions, and tracts were dis- 
tributed. While this was going on, two 
young women from the church took 
turns telling Bible stories to about thirty 
children sitting on the grass. Soon a 
regular Sunday school will be started 
here.” 


A Unitarian Mission to Germany.—Der 
Gaertner (Witten in the Ruhr) tells us 
that not only are CARE packages com- 
ing to Germany from America, but re- 
ligious errors also. A Unitarian church 
has just been founded in Berlin. Its 
purpose is “to win over all minds of 
free orientation to undogmatic Chris- 
tianity. American Unitarians reject the 
idea that man is by nature evil. On the 
contrary man is good and can save 
himself by the practice of the good. 
Man’s interests are not in the beyond, 
but in the present life. The service of 
man is the best service of God.” 
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“One sees that it is a matter of old 
errors,” comments Der Gaertner. “One 
would think that we in Germany would 
be cured of the false notion of the good- 
ness of man, for we have richly suf- 
fered from the abyssmal wickedness of 
man. We have also learned that with 
education alone we can get nowhere. 
One can train a wild animal, and as 
long as it is not hungry it seems to be 
tame enough and will allow one to pet 
and smooth it. But the old nature, when 
least suspected, shows claws and teeth 
again. No, we cannot save ourselves, 
otherwise man would have done it in the 
long centuries of historical civilization 
What we need is not a Christianity with- 
out dogmas, but a vital life relationship 
with Christ.” 


How Secession Succeeds.—In the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, as in other denomina- 
tions, there have been attempts on 
the part of neo-Unitarian leaders to 
control theology and organization, Evan- 
gelicals resented this, and forty years 
ago left the denomination to organize 
the Churches of Christ. This is now 
described by Alva Taylor in the Chris- 
tian Century as the most rapidly grow- 
ing denominational group in the South. 
both in membership and in new church 
construction. In Nashville and the sur- 
rounding areas are seventy-one churches 
of this new denomination with an aver- 
age membership of 350. Forty of these 
are in the city itself and all of them 
are filled even at weekly prayer meet- 
ings. The Disciples of Christ have only 
four churches in Nashville and but one 
in the adjacent neighborhood, with - 
total membership of about a tenth that 
of the seceding church. 


In 1948, the World Council of Churches 
had its congress in Amsterdam; in July, 
1949, the International Association of 
Liberal Christianity and Religious Free- 
dom held its congress. It expressed 
hope “that the impact of the liberal 
faith upon the ecumenical movement 
would, in time, lead the World Council 
to amend the formula which keeps out- 
side its ranks members of the minority 
groups in the Christian family of 
churches,” in other words, Unitarians. 
Dr, Lathrop of Brooklyn acknowledged 
that the tenets of his association, “father- 
hood of God, brotherhood of man, spir- 
itual leadership of Jesus, salvation by 
character, ahd the progress of mankind 
ever onward and upward,” had been 
seriously shaken by the international 
conflicts of the last years. What to do? 
“Make our liberal faith so broad that it 
matches the political concept of our 
time.” Jt seems to do that now, in its 
confusion. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 2. JANUARY 8. THE CHURCH EMPOWERED 
Acts 2:1-41; printed text, 2:1-4, 14-17, 37-41 


Golden Text.—Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.— Acts 2:38 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in one place. 

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and said unto them, Ye: men of Judza, and all ye that dwell 
at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but 
the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 


daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 

37 Now when they heard this they were pricked in their heart, ; 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, 
saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and 
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

ENTECOST was one of the feasts 
P: ‘the Lord (Lev. 23:2, 15) cele- 

brated annually fifty days after the 
Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:9-11), 
which, on the particular year in which 
Christ Himself fulfilled the Passover 
type, occurred on the day following the 
next Sabbath, that is, the first day of 
the week. Counting fifty days from this 
would bring one to the morrow after 
the seventh Jewish Sabbath, and this 
“first day” was Pentecost. It signified 
the beginning of an altogether new 
period of God’s ways with men, the set- 
ting aside of the old dispensation and 
the beginning of the new, the glorious 
administration of the Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter promised by Jesus (in John 
14, 15, and 16), who came in a special 
way to carry on the work which Jesus 
began to do (Acts 1:1). The fifth Book 
of the New Testament is therefore pre- 
eminently that of the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit through certain of the apostles, 
notably Peter, in the first section, and 
Paul in the latter part. 


The Historical Setting 

During the ten days’ interval between 
the ascension of Christ and the coming 
of the Comforter, the disciples gave 
themselves largely to prayer and praise 
(Acts 1:14; Luke 24:52). They spent 
their time together in a large upper 
room, where they abode, and in the 
courts of the Temple. We are not told 
in which of these places they were when 
the promise of the Father was fulfilled. 
Most writers suppose the upper room, 
but others have thought they were to- 
gether in the courts of the Temple, 
where Jesus so often taught, 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:14—‘“Peter, standing up... 
lifted up his voice.” While all the 
Eleven had their part in witnessing to 
the risen Christ, Peter stands out prom- 
inently as the one to whom the Lord 
had committed the “keys of the king- 
dom.” Here we see him opening the 
doors of the Kingdom to Israel, as later 
on he opened the doors to the Gentiles, 
in the house of Cornelius. 


Verses 15, 16. — “These are not 
drunken.” As the apostles proclaimed 
the Gospel in different languages as the 
Spirit gave them utterance, their words 
seemed to those who did not understand 
these languages like the incoherent 
speech of intoxicated men. This sup- 
position Peter repudiated as he drew 
their attention to a prophecy, written 
centuries before, by Joel. He declared, 
“This is that,” thus ideritifying the 
power of the Spirit with what Joel had 
predicted. 

Verse 17.—“In the last days ... I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh.” These words await their com- 
plete fulfillment in the Kingdom age. 
What took place at Pentecost was of 
the same character as that which will 
take place immediately following the 
second advent, 

Verse 37—“Now when they heard 
this.” That is, when the multitude heard 
Peter’s sermon, in which he showed that 
Jesus was the expected Messiah of Is- 
rael and that He had been rejected 
and crucified, but that God had raised 
Him from the dead and confirmed Him 
as Lord and Christ, many were con- 
science-smitten and convicted by the 
Spirit, and in agony of soul, cried out, 
“What shall we do?” Was it too late 
to avail themselves of the Saviour they 


had rejected, or was there hope for them 
still? If so, on what terms? 
Verse 38.—“Repent, and be baptized 
. in the name of Jesus Christ.” To 
repent is to change one’s attitude com- 
pletely. They were called upon to own 
their guilt and be baptized as recognizing 
the authority of the one they had 
spurned, in order that through His name 
they might have remission of sins and 
receive the promise of the Spirit. 


Verse 39.—“The promise is unto you, 
and to your children”; that is, first of 
all to Israel— but also “to all that are 
afar off,” namely, the Gentiles (see Eph. 
2:17), even to all to whom the call of 
God should be extended through the 
Gospel. 

Verse 40.—“Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation.” That unbelieving 
generation was now exposed to the 
judgment of God. By heeding Peter’s 
word they would become identified 
with the One whom Israel refused, and 
so they would escape the governmental 
dealings of God with the people who 
had failed to recognize the time of their 
visitation. 

Verse 41.—“The same day there were 
added .. . about three thousand souls.” 
The one hundred and twenty believers 
constituted the nucleus of the church. 
They were baptized into one body 
(though the revelation of the body was 
not yet given, but awaited the conver- 
sion of Saul of Tarsus) and immediately 
began td witness to the risen Christ. By 
nightfall three thousand, who received 
the Word and were baptized, were added 
to their company. This was the birth- 
day of the Church, 


The Heart of the Lesson 
The Holy Spirit is here on earth to 
glorify the risen Christ. He indwells all 
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believers (Rom, 8:9) and is the power 
of the new life, enabling them to tri- 
umph over sin (Rom. 6:14; Gal. 5:16) 
and to bear witness to a lost world of 
the saving grace of God. Apart from 
the Holy Spirit, the Christian Church 
would not be able to carry out the great 
commission entrusted to it. But through 
this divinely given unction men are con- 
victed of sin, righteousness, and judg- 
ment, and led to personal faith in the 
’ crucified. risen, and glorified Saviour, 
who saves to the uttermost all who come 
to Him in repentance. Nor is this all. 
It is by the Spirit that believers are 
united to Christ and baptized into one 
body. Before Pentecost men were saved 
simply as individuals. Now all who 
believe constitute the Church of God, 
the Body of Christ, 


Lesson Outline 

1. The coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2: 1-4) 

2. The preaching of Peter and the apos- 
tles (vs, 14-16) 

3. The application of Joel’s prophecy (v. 
17) 

4. The effect of the testimony (vs. 37-41) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Peter’s Use of Joel’s Prophecy. Peter 
does not say this prophecy was actually 
fulfilled at Pentecost. The context in 
Joel 2 shows that it is to take place after 
the great day of the Lord, that is, in 
the beginning of the millennial age. But 
Peter identifies the Spirit spoken of there 
with the One who came in power on 


Pentecost. It is the same glorious per- 
son: “This is that.” 
The New Dispensation. Pentecost 


marked the beginning of a new era in 
God’s dealings with men. In past ages, 
the Holy Spirit came and went in ac- 
cordance with God's sovereign will. On 
Pentecost He came to abide in the 
Church forever in order that believers 
may: be united into one body and be 
empowered for testimony. Therefore in 
studying passages of Scripture which re- 
fer to the person and work of the Spirit, 
it is always well to take into considera- 
tion whether they have to do with for- 
mer dispensations or with the present 
age. 


Summaries and Applications 


The Spirit did not come because the 
disciples were of one accord. They were 
in this blessed state because they be- 
lieved the words of Jesus; who had 
commanded them to tarry till the prom- 
ised Comforter should come. 

He who came on Pentecost to be the 
servant of the Godhead durirg all c 
this age of grace, on earth, is here still. 
He has never given up His work, nor 
left the Church which He came to unite 
into one. 


To pray for the coming of the Holy 
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Last Week's Lesson 
1. January 1.—The Continuing Band 
of Disciples. Acts 1; 1 Peter 2:9, 10 
Next Week's Lesson 


Fel'owship in the 
Acts 2:42 to 5:42 


3. January 15. 
Early Church 








Spirit now is to fail to recognize His 
present service in the Church from Pen- 
tecost until the return of our Lord for 
His own. 

Winona LAKE, IND. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macauley, D.D. 


ws was Pentecost instituted? 

2. Why was leaven used in the Pen- 

tecost offering? (Lev. 23:17.) 

3. What strange phenomena marked the 
first Christian Pentecost? 

4. What significance would you attach to 
these phenomena? 

5. Should we look for a continuance or 
repetition of such phenomena? 

6. What phrase gives the essence of the 
Pentecost experience? 

7. How is the phrase “this is that” (v. 
16) to be explained? 

8. What was the corporate effect of the 
Pentecost experience? 

9. How does the fullness of the Spirit af- 
fect our character? 

10. How does the fullness of the Spirit 
affect the social life of the church? 


(Answers on page 1158) 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come” (Acts 2:1).—Pentecost means 
fifty days. By referring to Leviticus 23, 
the connection with the seven feasts 
of the Lord will be seen. First, there 
was the Passover with its Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, which found its fulfill- 
ment in the death of Christ (1 Cor. 5: 
7, 8). Then followed the Feast of First- 
fruits, which pictured the resurrection 
of Christ who is called “the firstfruits 
of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). Fifty 
days afterward, they were to offer “a 
new meat-offering [or meal offering] 
unto the Lord” even two loaves “baken 
with leaven” (Lev. 23:15-21). The two 
loaves represent believers from among 
Jews and Gentiles—sinners in them- 
selves, but acceptable to God on the 
ground of the perfect sacrifice which 
had been offered for them at Calvary. 
This third feast of Leviticus 23 is called 
“Pentecost” (Acts 2:1; 20°16: 1° Cor, 16: 
8). It was while “devout men, out of 
every. nation under heaven,” were in 
Jerusalem to keep the literal Feast of 
Pentecost, that the type found its ful- 
fillment in the manner recorded in our 
lesson, 

This marvelous fitting of the type into 
the antitype, the shadow into the sub- 
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stance, deeply impressed me even in my 
unsaved days. It was that which sat- 
isfied me that the Bible was divinely 
inspired. No man in the days of Moses, 
unzided by the Spirit of God, could pos- 
sibly enumerate a series of feasts which 
would find their fulfillment nearly three 
thousand years later in the person and 
work of Christ. 

Writing of the Bible, Talmage said: 
“Oh, this Book is the hive of all sweet- 
ness, the armory of all well-tempcred 
weapons, the tower containing the crown 
jewels of the universe, the lamp that 
kindles all other lights, the home of 
all majesties and splendors, the step- 
pingstone on which Heaven stoops to 
kiss the earth with its glories, the mar- 
riage ring that unites the celestial and 
the terrestrial, while all the clustering 
white-robed multitudes of the sky stand 
round to rejoice at the nuptials. This 
Book is the wreath into which are 
twisted all garlands, the song into which 
hath struck all harmonies, the river 
of light into which hath poured ;') the 
great tides of hallelujahs, the firmament 
in which all suns and moons and stars 
and constellations and galaxies and im- 
mensities ‘and universes and eternities 
wheel and blaze and triumph.” And he 
might have added, “all because if is 
Ged’s presentation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


“And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (v. 4).—While the 120 dis- 
ciples “were all with one accord in one 
place,” and in a prayerful attitude, some- 
thing happened which commanded their 
attention. “There came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind ... 
and there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire.” It was not a 
windstorm but a sustained blowing or 
breathing — “the power from on high,” 
which the Lord had promised. “A light 
as of fire also appeared in the form of 
tongues parting themselves, which rested 
upon each one there.” Those disciples 
were not exhorted to be filled with the 
Spirit. They were immediately filled. 
We receive the Spirit upon believing 
(Gal. 3:2); and we are warned against 
grieving and quenching the Spirit; and 
we are exhorted to be filled with the 
Spirit. 

The coming of the Spirit at this time 
was the answer to a prayer of our 
Lord’s; for He had said to His disciples: 
“I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever; even the 
Spirit of truth” (John 14:16, 17). Since 
the Spirit has come it is unnecessary and 
unscriptural for us to pray for His com- 
ing. 

Some time ago THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Tres related an incident in this con- 
nection which is very apropos. Dr. 
Fisher once wrote to his friend Lord 
Eldon, asking him for a special favor. 
Lord Eldon, answered: “Dear Fisher, 
I cannot today give you the preferment 
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for which you ask. I remain your sin- 
cere friend, Eldon. Turn over.” Then 
on the other side he wrote, “I gave it 
to you yesterday.” 

“Our Heavenly Father similarly an- 
swers His children when they ask Him 
for the indwelling or baptism of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

“What? know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you?” (1 Cor. 6:19.) “For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body” 
(1 Cor, 12:13), 


“And began to speak with other 
tongues .. .” (v. 4).—Man’s sin of dis- 
obedience resulted in the confusion of 
tongues at Babel (Gen. 11). How appro- 
priate that at the beginning of this wit- 
ness for Christ tongues should be given 
that these “devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven” (v. 5) should hear 
“the wonderful works of God” — every 
man in his own language! 

We read something the other day 
which saddened us. It was about a man 
who professed to have the ability to 
speak in tongues. He was frequently 
allowed to speak at a certain revival. 
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Only the leader of the services could 
interpret the message. And the message 
was, “Always the need for money and 
more money!” All professing to speak 
in tongues today should be careful to 
regard the divinely inspired regulations 
of 1 Corinthians 14; and be absolutely 
certain they speak nothing but the “won- 
derful works of God.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
+ 4 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
sending the Lord Jesus to die for us, 
and then sending the Holy Spirit to 
draw us from our sin to our Saviour. 
As we learn today how the Holy Spirit 
came in tongues of living flame to teach, 
convince, subdue, may He teach us, con- 
vince us, and subdue our rebellious 
hearts to love and obey Thee. In every 
place where Thy servants give out Thy 
Word, may it come to the hearers in the 
power of Thy Spirit. So may this be 
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a day like Pentecost, a day when many 
shall repent and turn to the Lord. Show 
mercy, Father, to the burdened, the sick 
and the sad. Turn their troubles into 
blessings. Break the power of evil, and 
may the Lord Jesus have the throne of 
men’s hearts as is His right. Forgive 
us our sins, and give us Thy Holy Spirit's 
power and guidance that we may do 
Thy will in all things, for Thy dear Son’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What proved that | 


the power of the Holy Spirit was really 
at work on the Day of Pentecost? Not 
the sound of the rushing wind, not the 
tongues of fire, and such marvels. Those 
were signs that the Holy Spirit had come 
upon the Church. But the power of the 
Spirit was shown when people saw their 
sinfulness and asked the Christians, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

And so it is still. When people who 
have been indifferent, careless sinners 
wake up to see their sin, and want to 
be saved, the power of the Holy Spirit 
is surely at work. Lately a teen-age 
girl who had been very deceitful from 
childhood saw from God’s Word how sin- 
ful she was, and she just cried out to 
God to cleanse and free her from her 
sin. It was the power of the Holy Spirit 
that brought that girl to see her guilt 
and cry out to the Lord for help. And 
when God’s Word makes us feel our 
sin and long to get right with God, we 
may know that the Holy Spirit is work- 
ing in power to 'ead us to the Lord. 
How good it is then to know God’s an- 
swer to our anxiety: “Repent, and be 
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AVIOUR 
baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ .. .” That means turn 
from your sin and turn to your Saviour. 
If anyone here today has “that sinner 
feeling,” the way to find peace with God 
is to take Peter’s advice and turn from 
sin to .Christ. Then God pardons your 
sin and sends His Holy Spirit to dwell 
in your heart and give you power to 
live a new life. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Holy Spirit is one 

of the most interesting persons you 
can think about; in a certain sense He 
is the most interesting, for it is He who 
connects you with by far the most im- 
portant issue of your life. It is impos- 
sible for the human mind to grasp the 
immensity of His power, the extent of 
His reach or the magnitude of His oper- 
ations. It is a tremendous satisfaction 
to know that such a person as this stands 
by as your faithful and loving friend 
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ready and wanting to use that power for 
your greatest happiness, 

My present home is under the shadow 
of the great Fontana Dam. The dam is 
490 feet high, the fourth highest in the 
world. If it were alongside the Empire 
State Building, one could step from its 
top into the forty-sixth story of the 
highest office building in the world. The 
impounded waters stretch back thirty 
miles through deep mountain gorges. 
Under pressure of this immense volume 
and weight of water, through steel tubes 
fourteen feet in diameter the streams 
rush with terrific force into the great 
turbines at the base of the dam which 
are connected by steel shafts thirty-four 
inches in diameter to the giant genera- 
tors above, ceaselessly whirling, twenty- 
four hours a day and sending out 160,000 
kilowatts of electrical power. This 
voltage is distributed over a wide area, 
as far west as the Mississippi River, fur- 
nishing light and heat and power for 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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large cities, running great industrial 
plants, and going into millions of homes, 
with illuminating, warming, energizing 
service. 

And here I am domiciled very close 
up to this “behemoth” sending out its 
terrific volume of power amounting in 
widespread service value to many mil- 
lions of dollars (yes, billions!), and 
with my little tin cup can use about 
twenty-five cents worth a day, which is 
ample for lights, heating, electric range, 
hot water, refrigerator, radio, and tele- 
phone. All around my head this mighty 
force is surging, yet in absolute silence. 
Great power is very quiet. When you 
hear the thunder, which is harmless. 
the lightning has already done its deadly 
work. If even a small part of this cur- 
rent should be turned into my switch 
without being reduced through a suc- 
cession of transformers it would blow 
out every fuse in the house and set my 
home on fire. 

This may help us to get a faint con- 
ception of the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and yet the illustration is pitifully weak. 
It is conceivable that the great Fontana 
generators might distribute their power 
over so many states that it could go 
no farther; but if the Holy Spirit’s power 
were translated into physical power 
(and it can be !), all the industrial plants 
in the whole world plus all the electri- 
cal outlets in use could not even begin 
to exhaust it. 

And, fellows, spiritual power is far 
more important than physical, for it has 
to do with eternal life. A hundred and 
ten volts of electricity can kill you in 
an instant, but all the power of all the 
generators and dynamos in the world 
combined could not turn your heart to 
God. The power of the Holy Spirit was 
working that day at Pentecost, and 
through a sermon spoken by what was 
at one time poor, weak, faltering, back- 
sliding Peter. brought three thousand 
people to their knees pleading for God's 
forgiveness, and begging, “Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” Three 
thousand conversions! Now we can bet- 
ter understand what our Lord meant 
when He told Philip and the disciples, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also: and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father” (John 14:12). 

All this means little to you, however, 
if you do not recognize the Holy Spirit 
as also your personal friend and teacher 
and guide. He is all around you, “closer 
than hands or feet,” with His dynamic 
power, to sustain and instruct and en- 
ergize you for great service and great 
joy in it; but unless you connect, by 
yielding yourself, your will, to Him, all 
is lost and you go on fumbling — useless 
to God and to your generation. Make 
the connection, fellows, and thank God 
every day for the Holy Spirit! 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 


Tue CuurcH REceIves POWER 


HAT was the greatest event re- 
corded in Acts 1? (The ascent of 
Christ.) What promise had the Lord 
Jesus made before He left? (That the 
Holy Spirit would come down and give 
the disciples power to witness for Him.) 
In our lesson today we have the fulfill- 
ment of that promise. Read Acts 2:1 
Notice that God tells the exact day of 
this great event. Did you know that 
God set the date for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and the birthday of the 
Church, fifteen hundred years before it 
happened? God told the Israelites to 
observe certain days every year as feasts 
unto the Lord. The Feast of Firstfruits 
was a type of the resurrection of Christ. 
He is the first-born from the dead. Turn 
to Leviticus 23:15, 16 to see how soon 
the Feast of Pentecost followed the feast 
which typified the Resurrection. (Fifty 
days later.) On that day they were to 
offer before the Lord two wave-loaves 
made with leaven. I believe one of the 
loaves represented the Jews who would 
accept Christ, and the other the Gen- 
tiles who would be born again, both 
together composing the Church, 

How long was the Lord Jesus on earth 
after His resurrection? (Forty days.) 
How many more days then till Pente- 
cost? (Ten days.) We do not know if 
the disciples realized that Pentecost 
would be the day of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit or not, but if they did not 
beforehand, no doubt they understood 
afterward. 

“When the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.” What a beautiful picture 
this is! Not one of the hundred and 
twenty was missing from the service, 
and there was not the slightest friction 
between them. They were all filled with 
love for one another. Perhaps the pre- 
ceding ten days of prayer had something 
to do with this. 

The Holy Spirit came at about nine 
o’clock that spring morning. Read Acts 
2:2-8 and see what happened. What did 
they hear? What did they see? What 
effect did this have upon them? Now 
notice that the tongues they spoke were 
real languages given for a definite pur- 
pose. Remember the Jews had been 
scattered all over the earth as a punish- 
ment for their sins. Many of them had 
come back to Jerusalem for the Pass- 
over and other Jewish feasts. Now they 
were about to return to their far-off 
homes, no doubt many of them going 
home ‘disappointed. If they had come 
to Jerusalem hoping to get into touch 
with the true God they had failed, for 
He can only be approached through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

But before they left Jerusalem they 
were told that something extraordinary 
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was happening on the roof of one of 
the houses in the-city. (You probably 
know that the upper room of a house 
was built on its flat roof.) Large num- 
bers of these foreign Jews gathered near 
the house. As the disciples realized that 
the Holy Spirit was empowering them 
to witness to all these people, they must 
have rolled back one of the walls of that 
room so that they could address the peo- 
ple gathered on the street below. But 
I want you to get this point: The dis- 
ciples were given power to speak in the 
languages of the people gathered to hear 
them, so that all the foreign Jews in the 
city might hear the Gospel quickly be- 
fore going back to their distant homes. 

Now read Peter’s sermon in verses 
14 to 36 and see how boldly he accused 
the Jews of the murder of the Son of 
God, and how clearly he proved that 
this same Jesus, whom they crucified, 
was the promised Messiah. What had 
happened to Peter? Less than two 
months before, he had denied three times 
over that he even knew Christ, because 
he was afraid of persecution. Now, on 
the Day of Pentecost, he tells all the 
Jews that they had by wicked hands 
slain the Son of God. Do you see how 
wonderfully Peter was empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to witness for Christ? 
The Lord’s promise was indeed fulfilled ! 

What was the result of Peter’s sermon? 
(vy. 37.) What did he tell the listening 
people to do? (v. 38.) What happened 
in verse 41? Here is another proof of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christ 
had been crucified and buried in Jeru- 
salem just seven weeks earlier. Sup- 
pose you or I should stand up in Fern- 
dale and declare to all who would listen 
that some man who had been buried 
less than two months ago was alive, 
what would happen? (People would 
say we were crazy.) Yes, and if by any 
chance we could get some to believe 
us, investigation would be made. The 
body of the man could be exhumed to 
prove that it was not so. But when Peter 
declared that Christ had risen, no one 
said he was crazy. Instead of that, three 
thousand of his listeners were born 
again. The grave of Christ was empty 
and the only reasonable explanation of 
that fact is that He did rise from the 
dead, as He said He would. 

Pentecost morning had dawned on one 
hundred and twenty feeble believers. 
The sun set that day on three thousand 
one hundred and twenty believers bap- 
tized into one body to form the Church 
of Jesus Christ. And believers have been 
added to the Church ever since. As 
soon as a girl really accepts Christ as 
her Saviour, the Holy Spirit baptizes 
her into the invisible Church of Christ, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit is 
available to make her into a real wit- 
ness for the Lord Jesus. Are you one? 

Assignment for next week: Helen, 
please come prepared to tell the story 
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you find in Acts 3. Patricia, please be 
ready to tell us the part of the story 
you find in Acts 4:1-23, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the a oy La which illus- 
trations are accepted had from the 
Times for 15 cents a a Y $i is id for each 
illustration accepted, an “$2 for eae one. 
Illustrations must reach the three 
months in advance of the lesson, onan should 
not be clip: from engin “Tllustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A New Tongue.—And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance (Acts 2:4). When 
I was a child in Northern Ireland, my 
grandfather used to tell me wonderful 
stories of the 1859 Revival. Through 
the years the memory of these stories 
has enriched my life, as I have thought 
about them, and passed them on to 
others. The girls in my different Bible 
classes have been blessed by them also. 
One Sunday I was telling one of my 
grandfather’s stories about a woman, 
known as a wicked gossip, who was 
converted at the beginning of the Re- 
vival. After she had accepted Christ 
she went through the countryside ask- 
ing forgiveness of all she had wronged, 
and always concluded her testimony, 
“The Lord has given me a new tongue.” 
One of the girls asked if she could say 
just a few words, and this is what she 
said: “I am a Christian—just a new 
one — but I realize that talking too much 
has kept blessing out of my life, but 
from this day on, I want the power of 
the Holy Spirit, that I, too, may be a 
true witness.”—From a personal experi- 
ence. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can, 


No Road to Christ.—But this is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel 
(Acts 2:16). A young man had been 
preaching in the presence of a venerable 
divine, and after he had done, he fool- 
ishly went to the old minister and in- 
quired, “What did you think of my 
sermon, sir?” “A very poor sermon in- 
deed,” said he. “A poor sermon!” said 
the young man. “It took me a long time 
to study it.” “Aye, no doubt of it.” 
“Why then did you say it was poor— 
was not my explanation of the text ac- 
curate?” “Oh, yes, very correct indeed.” 
“Well, then, didn’t you think the meta- 
phors were appropriate, and the argu- 
ments conclusive?” , “Yes, they were 
very good, as far as that goes, but still 
it was a very poor sermon.” “Will you 
please tell me why you think it a poor 
sermon?” “Because,” said he, “there 
was no Christ in it!” “Well,” said the 
young man, “Christ was not in the text; 
we are not to be preaching Christ al- 
ways; we must preach what is in the 
text.” So the old man said, “Don’t you 
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know, young man, that from every town, 
and every village, and every little ham- 
let in England, wherever it may be, 
there is a road to London?” “Why, yes,” 
he replied. “Ah! And so, from every 
text of Scripture there is a road to the 
metropolis of the Scriptures, which is 
Christ. And, my dear brother, your 
business is, when you get to a text, to 
say, ‘Now what is the road to Christ? 
and then preach a sermon running along 
it. I have never yet found a text that 
had not a plain and direct road to Christ 
in it; and if I ever should find such a 
one, I would make a road; I would go 
over hedge and ditch, but I would get 
at my Master; for a sermon is fit neither 
for the land nor the dunghill unless 
there is the savor of Christ in it. 
From Spurgeon. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Reversed Sentence.—God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci- 
fied, both Lord and Christ. Now when 
they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart (Acts 2:36, 37). A few years 
ago a Jewish merchant died. He had a 
Christian friend who had been in the 
same business, and they had often, with- 
out any prejudice, talked of the claims 
of Jesus Christ. The Jewish merchant 
had never accepted Christ as Saviour, 
and when he was dying his family did 
not want to allow any Gentile to get 
near him; but the Christian associate 
was eager to see him, and they felt 
that they could not refuse him because 
he had been a close friend. But they 
said, “You must not talk religion to him; 
you must not excite him.” He went in 
and sat for a moment by the bedside, 
touched the hand of his friend, and then 
knelt by the bed and silently lifted his 
heart to God. Soon there was a move- 
ment on the bed. The old man opened 
his eyes, tried to sit up, lifted up his 
hand, and struggling to speak, said, “Not 
Barabbas, but this Man,” and he fell 
back dead. Do you see what he had 
done? He had reversed the sentence of 
his nation. His nation had said, “Not 
this man, but Barabbas,” but he had 
said, “Not Barabbas, but this Man.”— 
From “The Unchanging Christ,” by H. 
A. Ironside, Litt.D. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. 


Plain Language.—-And said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? (Acts 2: 
37.) The bill to extend the European 
Recovery Program was recently ex- 
plained to Congress in this clear-as-mud, 
simple (?) declarative sentence: “The 
circumstance that funds.may be unob- 
ligated at the moment of expiry of the 
current fiscal year or may subsequently 
become deobligated will be due solely 
to problems inherent in the fluctuation 
of the market and in the mechanics of 
bookkeeping.” We rejoice that God's 
plan of salvation is not written in gob- 
bledygook. It does not require the costly 
services of a clever lawyer to explain 
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what the Lord means by His use of 
words pertaining to salvation. How 
transparent in meaning are these sim- 
ple words: “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
When thé definite question, “What must 
I do to be saved?” was asked by a rough 
character, a man ready to commit sui- 
cide, the crystal-clear answer was: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16: 
30, 31).—From Tom M, Olson, in Now. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


No Election Without a Candidate.—For 
the promise is .. . to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call (Acts 2:39). Years ago, an 
exemplary young colored man became 
a preacher greatly used of God among 
his own people. He lived on the estate 
of a wealthy, pleasure-loving skeptic, who 
on one occasion bantered the preacher: 
“IT hear that you have become a preacher, 
Sam, and that you believe in election.” 
“Well, yes, sir; I believe that truth is 
clearly taught in God’s Word.” “And 
I suppose you think you are one of the 
elect?” “Well, sir, I give all diligence to 
make my calling and election sure (2 
Pet. 1:10); that is true.” “But I don’t 
suppose you think I am one of the elect,” 
pursued the objector. The earnest 
preacher gave an answer which is well 
worth quoting; very quietly he replied: 
“Well, sir, I am not sure about that; but 
this I do know—I never heard of an 
election where there was no candidate !” 
—From the Illustrator. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Thankful for Wounds.—Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized 
(Acts 2:41.) Miss Anna Christensen 
writes: “A number of wounded soldiers 
were saved in one place. Though many 
of them were deprived of one limb or 
more, some having one arm, others only 
one leg, their faces were radiant. Some 
of them said to me that now they can 


only thank God for allowing them to be. 


wounded, for otherwise they might never 
have had the opportunity to hear of this 
wonderful salvation. They received the 
Word of God with gladness—From 
China’s Millions. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Only One Way.—Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized (Acts 
2:41). There was a Hindu in what is 
now Pakistan who was sharing the same 
house with an English missionary. The 
Englishman was suffering from acute 
glaucoma, and had been told that the 
only hope of saving one eye was for 
the other to be removed. The night be- 
fore the operation, he asked his Hindu 
friend to read the Bible to him, as it 
might be the last time he could hear 
the Word. The Hindu began at John 
14 and read on for a chapter or two; 
but the phrase which arrested his atten- 
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tion was: “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.” He said he would try to 
approach the Father through Christ, and 
the two men spent the whole night in 
prayer. In the morning the Hindu was 
able to say: “I believe God has heard 
my prayer. When you come back and 
are able to read the baptismal service 
again, will you baptize me?” Then they 
went to the hospital. The doctor found 
to his amazement that the tension in the 
eye had decreased so greatly that the 
operation was no longer necessary. The 
Hindu was baptized and became a min- 
ister of the Gospel, and has had the 
joy of baptizing nearly four hundred 
converts.—-From the Rev. Chandu Ray 
at British and Foreign Bible Society’s 
Annual Meeting. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Peter’s Great Sermon (Acts 2:22-24, 37-41) 


OME men stood looking up into the 

sky like this (illustrate). What were 
they looking at? Where had He gone? 
Was He coming back? What were they 
to do before that? Later those men and 
others were doing this (show attitude 
of prayer). For ten days they had 
prayer meetings. The tenth day was 
the great holy day of Pentecost, when 
Jews from all over the world gathered 
to worship God in the Temple. The 
streets were full of people, but our 120 
friends were kneeling in their prayer 
room. Suddenly they heard something, 
they saw something, they did something. 
Someone had come! It sounded like a 
rush of wind; it looked like a blaze of 
fire which separated into little flames 
over each person’s head. But it was the 
Holy Spirit— God come to live in their 
hearts. At once each of the friends 
wanted to talk, and each one wanted 
to talk about the wonderful things God 
had done. There were plenty of peo- 
ple to talk to. 

Soon a crowd gathered, for these men 
were talking in different languages. How 
surprised the crowd was, for these men 
had never gone to school, yet the African 
heard them talking in his African lan- 
guage, the man from Asia heard them 
speaking in his language, the man from 
Europe heard them in his language. 
Some said, “Oh, they’re just drunk!” 
But Peter stood up with the Eleven and 
told them: These men are not drunk, 
as you think. It is what God told about 
long ago in the Bible, that some day He 
would give His Spirit to all people, men 
and women, old and young, so they could 
speak for Him—not just kings and 
priests and special people as it used to 
be — but all people; and whoever calls 
on God will be saved. You know how 
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a man called Jesus did wonderful things, 
proving God was with Him. God let you 
take Him, and with your wicked hands 
you crucified and killed Him. But God 
brought Him to life again. We know 
because we have seen Him. Now He is 
sitting beside God in Heaven, and He 
is the one who has sent the Holy Spirit. 
Know for sure—that same Jesus you 
crucified is now Lord and Christ. 

When the crowd heard that Jesus was 
alive and in Heaven with God, they 
were frightened. What would God do to 
them for killing Jesus, the Christ, the 
King they expected? So they asked 
Peter and the others, “What shall we 
do?” Peter replied: “Be sorry, ask to 
be forgiven, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
you will receive the Holy Spirit, too.” 
Three thousand people believed and 
were baptized. They were very happy. 

“Thou hast made known to me the 
ways of life; thou shalt make me full 
of joy” (Acts 2:28, Memory Verse). This 
verse tells how the Lord felt about God’s 
bringing Him to life. It tells how the 
people who wanted Jesus killed felt 
when they knew the Lord had forgiven 
them. It tells how we feel, too, when 
God forgives us and gives us new life 
through believing in the Lord Jesus. 
We can be so happy we tell others, and 
then more will believe and come to 
know the Lord. The African man went 
back to Africa and told what He had 
heard about Christ. The one from Asia 
went back to Asia and told about the 
Lord Jesus. And what did the man 
from Europe do? Then those people 
who believed told other people the Good 
News. 

A magnet to represent Christ, nails 
for Peter and the disciples, pins to rep- 
resent other people—the power pass- 
ing through one object to draw others 
toward the magnet — make an effective 
picture of the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Some pins are of material to respond and 
some are not. It is well to have some 
of both kinds, that children may realize 
that not everyone who hears the mes- 
sage is saved. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 
ODAY you will change the scene on 


the flannel board. The disciples 
seem to have been in that upper room 
when the Holy Spirit came upon them, 
but they must have come out among 
the people, for the Bible says a multi- 
tude came together and heard, every one 
of them, in their own language. You 
see, it was the time of the Feast of 
Pentecost, and Jews from many nations 
were in Jerusalem, and so there were 
many languages there. So you must 
have a crowd, and Peter preaching to 
them, with the other disciples: standing 








1158 (14). 


by, for Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
but he did the preaching, 

People were asking each other, “What 
does this mean?” So many strange things 
had taken place in Jerusalem lately that 
the people didn’t know what to expect. 
Some believed something unusual had 
happened, but others said, “These fel- 
lows have had too much to drink.” 

So Peter stood up and told them that 
they were not drunk, but that this coming 
of the Holy Spirit was prophecy being 
fulfilled. Then he told them about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, how He was the Son 
of God, and they had crucified Him, 
but He had risen from the dead, and 
was ascended into Heaven. Peter spoke 
with such power that the people were 
touched, and they began to ask, “What 
shall we do?” 

Peter told them to repent, and be bap- 
tized, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and be saved, and he spoke many other 
words to them. That day about three 
thousand were saved and baptized. They 
gladly received the words Peter spoke. 

Don’t you remember how scared Peter 
was, the night Jesus was arrested? He 
was afraid of the maid servant at the 
high priest’s house. He was afraid of 
everybody who spoke to him. What had 
happened to Peter, to give him so much 
courage? Just one thing. He had re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit, and He gives 
power and courage for witnessing. 

Are you afraid to say anything to your 
playmates about Jesus? You would like 
to, but somehow your tongue won’t 
work. It works all right about every- 
thing else. You can talk about every- 
thing but the Lord. I wonder if Satan 
doesn’t have something to do with our 
tongues getting tied up that way. I 
know one way to get over it. Just 
ask the Lord to let His Holy Spirit give 
us boldness and courage, and He will 
do it. 

That was a wonderful day, indeed. 
Three thousand people saved in one 
day! We have never seen such a sight. 
Some of us have seen many people come 
to the Lord in one meeting, but not that 
many. But there is no reason why 
people cannot believe today, except that 
they will not even listen to the story of 
salvation, many of them. They have 
closed their hearts to God’s invitation. 
But you children have a good oppor- 
tunity to tell your playmates, for many 
children will listen and believe. Every 
teacher of children’s Bible classes tells 
us that many of the children from un- 
christian homes believe and accept the 
Lord. So tell the salvation story wher- 
ever you go. 

Another thing every one of you can 
do is to give your money, even a few 
cents will help, to send the Gospel to 
Japan and China and Africa, for in 
every one of those countries people are 
begging for missionaries and for Bibles. 
Right now, in Japan, men are giving 
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out Bibles and parts of Bibles just as 
fast as they can be printed and sent to 
them. You can help to bring those peo- 
ple to the Lord, even when you are too 
small to go to the mission fields. If 
the Lord Jesus. does not return before 
you are grown, I hope many of you will 
be missionaries, but you don’t need to 
wait, you can be missionaries right now, 
today. You can speak to the people 
on your own street, in your own school, 
and so be home missionaries. You can 
send your offerings to pay for some 
other one to tell the Gospel story in a 
foreign land, and so be a foreign mis- 
sionary. 

God has a wonderful way of multiply- 
ing witnesses for Him. Every one of the 
three thousand who believed Peter that 
day went home and told the Gospel 
wherever they went. And the ones who 
heard them told it to others. It works 
just the same today, if we are faithful 
witnesses. We tell others, and they in 
turn pass on the Gospel to others. It is 
an endless chain, and we will not know 
how wonderful it is until we reach 
Heaven. Don’t you be one to break 
God’s chain of witnessing. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1153) 

1. Pentecost was one of the feasts of Je- 
hovah, instituted under the hand of Moses 
(Lev. 23:15-21). 

2. Probably as a reminder of the imper- 
fections of Israel and of the church. (But 
see 1 Cor. 5:6, 7.) 

3. The mysterious sound (Acts 2:2), the 
fiery tongues (v. 3), and miraculous speech 
(v. 4). 

4. They are doubtless symbolic of various 
aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit in this 
age. I would suggest (a) regeneration, (b) 
sanctification, (c) world-wide witness. 

5. Such things are entirely in the control 
of the sovereign Spirit. We should be con- 
cerned with the essence rather than the 
phenomena. 

6. “They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost” (v. 4). 

7. The great prophecy of Joel heralded 
the age of the Spirit, and Pentecost inau- 
gurated it. 

8. It “baptized” separate individuals into 
one body (1 Cor. 12:13), as members of 
Christ. 

9. It assures the growth of Christlikeness. 
(See Gal. 5:22, 23). 

10. It produces joyous, unselfish fellowship 
(vs. 42-47). 

WHEATON, ILL, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson arti- 
cles, and other contributors; and for 
God’s blessing upon the contents of 
the paper. 








December 24, 1949 


Children at Home 


|. Fu Ming Finds the Way 
By H. Barbara Tharp 


Sa you pay the rent, or get 
out in five days!” Lu the landlord 
had almost shouted; then, spitting de- 
risively in the dust, had turned on his 
heel and gone, leaving poor Mrs, Wang 
standing in the pathway with a trou- 
bled face and tears in her eyes. 

She limped back to the little two. 
roomed house. True, it was not much 
to look at with its adobe brick walls, 
thatched roof, and paper windows, but 
it was home. 

At that moment nine-year-old Fy 
Ming came in from the back yard carry- 
ing a bundle of firewood. “What is the 
trouble, Mother?” he asked. “I heard 
Lu the landlord talking, and now you 
are crying!” 

“Ah, Son,” answered Mrs. Wang, “the 
gods are treating us badly, and I don't 
know what we have done to deserve 
such treatment from evil spirits.” Tak- 
ing the wood from Fu Ming, she started 
to make a fire beneath the cauldron, and 
continued, “First your father neglects to 
send us money for a whole year, then 
that millstone crushed my foot, and now 
we have to pay the rent in five days or 
else get out! You know that means 
we will probably become beggars. Truly 
the gods show no mercy.” 

“Ai ya, Mother, what shall we do?” 
said Fu Ming. “There must be a way; 
you managed the last rent.” 

His mother laughed harshly, “Yes, 
that was because I did all that sewing 
for rich Farmer Li when his daughter 
was married, but what can I do in five 
days?” 

Presently golden millet was steaming 
in the cauldron. Mrs. Wang told Fu 
Ming to set the foot-high table on the 
brick bed while she ladled out two 
bowls of millet, and cut up salted turnip 
to go with it. Fu Ming was hungry and 
the food tasted good, but Mrs. Wang sat 
toying with her chopsticks and forgot 
to eat. 

“Fu Ming, there is only one thing to 
do,” she said after a while. “Your Uncle 
Wang Teh lives in Lan Ping city. I 
have neither heard from him nor seen 
him for years, but he will be able to 
lend us money. I cannot go because of 
my foot, so you, my son, will have to 
go instead.” 

“Oh, Mother, I will be glad to go!” 
cried Fu Ming excitedly. “When can 
I start?” 

“It is a long, hard walk, Son; you must 
leave early in the morning. I will burn 
an extra stick of incense and ask the 
gods to protect and prosper you,” an- 
swered his mother. 

Mrs. Wang was up next morning at 
dawn to prepare breakfast, and by the 
time the sun had topped Straw Hat 
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mountain, Fu Ming was on his way to 
Lan Ping city. 

“Don’t forget to say a prayer when you 
reach the shrine,” his mother called after 


Although Wang Fu Ming was not very 
pig, he was intelligent, and he often 
thought of the idols and images of brass, 
wood, and paper which his mother and 
other people worshiped. They set out 
food before them, burned sticks of in- 
cense, and knocked their heads before 
them, but as far as he could see, the 
gods never took any notice and never 
helped in any way. He wished his 
mother had not asked him to say a 
prayer, but he decided to hurry and get 
it over. The quicker he could get away 
from the village the better it would be, 
as the neighbors would naturally want 
to know what it was all about. Only 
the other day his mother had heard 
someone say: “The gods must be visit- 
ing the Wangs with evil spirits because 
of some sin they have committed. For 
had not Mr. Wang gone away and left 
the family, and then Mrs. Wang’s foot 
had been crushed... .” Oh, he wished 
people would not talk so! 

Fu Ming was around the bend in the 
road now and came up to the little 
stone shrine under the willow tree. Re- 
moving the incense bow! to one side he 
peered in at the three little clay gods, 
hurriedly murmured a prayer, pushed 
the bowl back, and with a sigh of re- 
lief set out on the open road again. 

(To be continued) 
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Samuel Habich—Pioneer in India 


(Continued from second page) 
ing was Bible exposition alone; his 
themes repentance and obedience. 

“‘Works are nothing, belief every- 
thing. God asks no other righteousness 
than that of faith. If you have fallen 
in the mire, stand up!’ 

“*How can I stand up?’ 

“Only believe.’ 

“‘How can I believe? 
too greatly.’ 

“Only believe. Without belief you 
are lost. Belief is not something which 
comes gradually. It is given at once. 
... One can as little oneself produce 
belief as bring oneself into the world. 
As soon as you claim the protection of 
Christ’s blood, nothing can separate you 
from the love of God. The Gospel is 
not a generality any more than eating 
is a generality. It is a personal appre- 
hension. Christ and thou must come to- 
gether and that happens only through 
faith.’” ; 

He told the story of an officer to whom 
he spoke after preaching. 

“Have you got anything?” 

“No, it’s too hard,” responded the of- 
ficer, and went home. He felt cold and 
heavy, and cried out, “Dear Lord! Come 
into my. heart!” 


I have sinned 
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After a little he came back to Habich 
full of astonishment. “Is it possible that 
God has heard such a miserable prayer, 
that the Lord of Glory should come into 
my heart, take away its sin, and give it 
forgiveness in a mere moment of time?” 

God had heard his prayer. One has 
only to hold fast to His Word. 





This editorial is based on “Die uns das Wort 
Gottes gesagt haben” (“Those Who Have 
Spoken the Word of God to Us"). Witnesses 
of the Faith among Swabian Pietists. By 
Friedrich Hauss. Furcheverlag, Berlin. No 
English translation. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





1. I Believe in God the Father 
(Matt. 5:16; 6:8, 9; John 14:10, 11) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR three successive weeks our topics 

fall under the over-all caption of 
“The Trinity.” The doctrine of the 
Trinity is one of the primary and basic 
teachings of the Christian faith. So pro- 
found is it that many volumes have 
been written without exhausting the 
riches of this great truth, revealed in the 
Word of God. And yet we do not need 
a theological training in order to under- 
stand it sufficiently well to appropriate it 
and enjoy its blessings. No one has fully 
comprehended electricity, yet we can 
understand it and believe in it well 
enough to push a button or turn a switch 
and receive light, or heat, or ultra-vio- 
let radiation from it. We need not un- 
derstand all that the scientists know 
about nuclear fission in order to believe 
that there is such a thing as an atom 
bomb, or that it produces certain definite 
physical effects. 

Perhaps one of the simplest and most 
easily understood analogies to the Trin- 
ity is seen in man’s own tripartite nature. 
We recognize three distinct parts in an 
individual — body, soul or mind, and 
spirit. The body, without the mind, or 
without the spirit, is incomplete. Like- 
wise the mind and the spirit are not 
complete in themselves. Yet no one of 
these three parts is really you, but all 
three together form one individual. 


we 

This week we are to think especially 
of that person of the triune Godhead 
that we know as God the Father. Our 
topic, evidently drawn from the Apostles’ 
Creed, may be amplified to read, “I be- 
lieve in God the Father Almighty, maker 
of Heaven and earth.” Here is a recog- 
nition of Gcd’s omnipotence, which is 
abundantly supported in the Scriptures 
by such verses as Job 42:2: Isaiah 40: 
26, 28; Romans 1:20, and Jeremiah 32:17. 
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This statement from the Apostles’ 
Creed also identifies God the Father as 
the Creator or Author of all things, to 
which truth Genesis 1:1; 2:4, 5; Proverbs 
26:10, and many other passages testify. 


Many other qualities and attributes of 
God might be mentioned, such as His 
infinite wisdom (Psa. 147:5); His in- 
finite holiness (Rev. 15:4); His infinite 
justice (Zeph. 3:5); His infinite goodness 
and mercy (Exod. 34:6); His infinite 
truth (Deut. 32:4), and the like. But, 
to the Christian, the most precious part 
of this statement concerning God lies 
in the word “Father.” It is conceivable 
that we might know about God’s holi- 
ness and omnipotence and wisdom and 
justice, and yet might think of Him as 
an awesome, unapproachable, impersonal 
being, shrouded in the mists of eternity, 
and thus be left fearful and comfortless 
in the world in which we live. But, 
when we know Him as “Father,” under- 
standing that, as an earthly father seeks 
to give his children good things, and to 
lavish upon them his love and care and 
sympathy and understanding, just so, 
but in an infinitely “much more” sense, 
God the Father is concerned about us 
(Matt. 7:11), we experience a relation- 
ship that brings peace and comfort and 
joy and blessing and security. 


However, there is a need for clear 
thinking in this matter of God’s father- 
hood. There is a sense in which God is 
the Father of all men by natural crea- 
tion (Acts 17:28, 29). As Creator of 
all, God is maintainer of all men, and 
in that sense all men are His “offspring.” 
But there is also a spiritual sense in 
which God is the Father only of those 
who come into sonship to Him, through 
the knowledge of and acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as God’s Son (John 
8:41-44; John 1:11-13; Rom. 8:15; Gal. 
4:6; 1 Cor. 8:6). We shall see more of 
this next week when we consider the 
second Person of the Trinity, Jesus 
Christ, through whom alone men ap- 
proach the Father. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ye 


Encouraging Evangelistic News 


HE Fuller Evangelistic staff is re- 
porting more meetings, larger attend- 
ance, and greater results. 

In two instances revival fires broke 
out. In one of these the local city news- 
paper carried editorials recognizing the 
power of the Gospel in a modern day. 
In the other instance, the revival out- 
break spread from church to church, 
until at the close some eight churches 
were identified with the effort, and the 
largest available auditorium was too 
small to accommodate the crowds. In 
both instances the decisions for Christ 
were many, and the churches were fre- 
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vived and stimulated for further parish 
evangclistic efforts, 

The evangelistic staff of the Fuller 
Evangelistic Foundation now comprises 
twelve evangelists and two Bible teach- 
ers. The 1949 schedule was 95 per cent 
full. The 1950 schedule is rapidly filling. 

Evangelistic meetings are held in large 
and small churches in city and country. 

The offices of the Fuller Evangelistic 
Foundation are in Pasadena, Calif., 
Charles E. Fuller, presicent; Roy L. 
Laurin, executive vice-president; Ralph 
E. Mucher, Eastern field director, Castile, 
N. Y. 

ve 


The Pope—and the Keys of 
the Kingdom 
(Continued from page 1150) 


institutions, many fell away from the 
early simplicity of New Testament Chris- 
tianity. In order to appeal to the pre- 
ponderant pagan element, they adopted 
pagan symbols, pagan names, and pagan 
practices. These additions, foreign to 
New Testament teaching and practice, 
have been adhered to by the Roman 
Church. As the centuries rolled by, the 
Roman Church felt it necessary to show 
some Scripture support for her teach- 
ings, hence the few, odd texts she cites 
to sustain her colossal pretensions. 


THe Keys or JANUS AND CYBELE 


“The Pope now pretends to suprem- 
acy in the Church as the successor of 
Peter, to whom it is alleged that our 
Lord exclusively committed the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven. But here is 
the important fact that, till the Pope 
was invested with the title, which for a 
thousand years had had attached to it 
the power of the keys of Janus and 
Cybele, no such claim to pre-eminence, 
or anything approaching to it, was ever 
publicly made on his part, on the ground 
of his being the possessor of the keys 
bestowed on Peter . . . about 378, the 
Pope fell heir to the keys that were 
the symbols of two well-known pagan 
divinities at Rome. Janus bore a key, 
and Cybele bore a key; and these are 
the two keys that the Pope emblazons 
on his arms as the ensigns of his spir- 
itual authority.” 

As Alexander Hislop makes clear in 
this statement, the power of the keys 
was claimed in the pagan world for 
Janus, the idol divinity with two faces, 
and Cyhele, the goddess of the Phrygians, 
a full thousend years before a Pope laid 
claim to the keys. It was seen that to 
use the symhol of. the keys, familiar in 
the nagan world, would give the Pope 
favor and prestige; hence, “in 431, and 
not hefore, did he publicly lay claim 
to the possession of Peter’s keys.” His- 
lop continues, “In course of time, it 
came to be widely believed; and now, 
as the statue of Jupiter is worshipped 
at Rome as the veritable image of Peter, 
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so the keys of Janus and Cybele have for 
ages been devoutly believed to represent 
the keys of the same apostle.” 
(The sixth and last article in Dr. 
Rowell’s series will appear in the 
January 7, 1950, issue.) 


An Apology to 
Friends of J. N. Darby 


(Continued from second page) 


gether with the Tongues Movement 
and the Sin Eradicationalists. .. . 


Anyone who doesn't krow the dif- 
ference between the _ ul‘radispensa- 
tional teachings of Bullingerism and 
the dispensational teachinzs of the 
Plymouth Brethren (so-called) had 
better take account of stcck a-d con- 
sider the extent of his knowledge... . 
He has not helped his own testimony, 
nor the sale of his books, nor glorified 
the Lord in a... slur like that against 
godly, well-known Christians, high'y 
honored and well-beloved, such as H. 
A. Ironside, Tom Olson, and a hcst of 
others not so well known... . It seems 
odd that in the same issue of the 
Times H. A. Ironside answers a query 
and praises and gives credit to J. N. 
Darby and C. H. Mackintosh for hav- 
ing been the source of his grea‘est 
i help. . . L. Moody sai! 
that he would not part with his set 
of Mackintosh’s works if he could not 
obtain another... . 


I waited three days to cool off be- 
fore I wrote this let*er, and then hesi- 
tated to mail it until this morning.— 
A Fennsylvania reader. 

The Times regrets that the phrase in 
question was allowed to appear in its 
columns. It is an illustration of the old 
saying that “comparisons are odious.” 
The Tres believes that the most effec- 
tive type of advertising is not the kind 
which makes unfavorable comparisons 
between what is advertised and some- 
thing else, but rather that which pre- 
sents something worth while in a posi- 
tive way, setting forth the merits of 
whatever is advertised. 

THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMES owes a 
great debt to the Bible studies of such 
men as J. N. Darby, C. H. Mackintosh, 
J. G. Bellet, George Mueller, and others 
of the Brethren. It holds in general to 
the kind of dispensational teaching set 
forth in the Scofield Reference Bible, 
though, as has been said in _ these 
columns, it cannot conscientiously go as 
far as some extreme dispensationalists. 
It believes that an understanding of the 
seven dispensations, representing God’s 
dealings with man from Genesis to Rev- 
elation, is one of the most important 
keys to the unlocking of the treasures 
of the Bible. 


“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing 
by the word of God” (Rom, 10:17)... . 
It is not for me to sit down and wait for 
faith to come stealing over me with a 
strong sensation; but it is for me to take 
God at His word.—D. L. M., in Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs, 





The Case Against Communism. The Case 
Against Modernism. The Case Against the 
Federal Council of Churches. The Case 
Against the Social Gospel. By Chester E, 
Tulga, D.D. (Conservative Baptist Fel- 
lowship, 352 Wellington Ave., Chicago 
14; 4 separate paper booklets, 25 cents 
a copy.) Dr. Tulga has made true be. 
lievers his debtor by a series of five 
booklets, four of which are listed above, 
and one, “The Case Against the World 
Council of Churches,” which was re- 
viewed in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TimEs of 
November 5, 1949. They are all concise 
in reasoning and timely in content. His 
criticism of the social gospel is quite 
original in that it opposes this false 
Gospel with the Old Testament prophets. 
especially so in that the earlier social- 
gospelers were wont to rest their case 
on Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. This 
is so well done that in this particular 
case it never needs to be reopened. In 
these essays Dr. Tulga has done a foun- 
dation work in defense of the faith, and 
the Conservative Baptists are to be con- 
gratulated in having among them one 
who not only understands the importance 
of research, but can himself engage in 
it so satisfactorily and with such finality, 
Dr. Tulga has undertaken the tedious 
task of collecting and setting forth 
clearly the evidence that busy Christians 
cannot find, but which they need in 
these confusing days. 


He That Winneth Souls Is Wise. Com- 
piled by Violet Carlson. (Baptist Con- 
ference Press, 912 Belmont Ave., Chi- 
cago 14; folio with 30 tracts, $1; folio 
alone, 80 cents.) A veritable kit of tools 
is this “Soul Winner’s Tract Folio.” In 
a sturdy, decorative imitation leather 
case, 442x7 inches, are ten strong, manila 
compartments held with plastic rings in 
loose-leaf fashion, forming pockets into 
which tracts may easily be slipped. Each 
envelope is titled, numbered, and in- 
dexed. Some of the titles are: “To 
Lead a Soul to Christ”; “Children”; 
“Obstinate, Skeptic, and Uninterested”; 
“Blackslider”; “‘The Catholic”; “The Pro- 
crastinator”; “Believed He Is Saved by 
Works”; “Other Excuses”; “Cults.” On 
each of the envelopes is printed clear 
and helpful instructions on how to deal 
with the various classes of persons, with 
Scripture texts indicated by reference, 
and a few leading words. These title 
pages alone are a course in soul-winning, 

With the folio may be had a package 
of thirty different tracts, suitable for the 
different pockets, with price list for 
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ordering refills. These are from various 
publishers, and among them many of the 
finest leaflets for use in Christian work, 
especially some illustrated tracts for 
children. 

D. E. Hoste—“A Prince With God.” 
By Phyllis Thompson. (China Inland Mis- 
sion, 237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 
44; $2.50.) This is more than a very well 
written biography of the man who suc- 
ceeded Hudson Taylor and continued as 
General Director of the Chiria Inland 
Mission for thirty-five years. Inter- 
woven in the life story of one of the 
most remarkable Christian men of our 
times are intensely practical and stimu- 
lating words of mature wisdom on the 
prayer life of the Christian, on co-opera- 
tion in Christian work, and on foreign 
missions. Bishop Houghton, now Direc- 
tor, in his Foreword writes that his 
predecessor had proved that “it is pos- 
sible to move men, through God, by 
prayer alone.” 

Mr. Hoste underwent the stiff disci- 
pline of military training and became 
an officer in the British Artillerv. But 
he was brought to Christ through D. L 
Moody’s preaching, and became one of 
the famous so-called “Cambridge Seven” 
who went out to China under the China 
Inland Mission in 1885. Three-fourths 
of this book of 222 pages is devoted to 
the biography, and the remainder to 
extracts from Mr. Hoste’s letters and 
his writings in China’s Millions. Among 
the many fine photographs are good 
pictures of Mr. and Mrs. Hoste, the Cam- 
bridge Seven, and one unusual picture 
of Hudson Taylor at 73. 

Some biographies are rather discour- 
aging, for they place their subjects 
far above ordinary mortals and tell little 
of their really great temptations and 
difficulties. This ought not te discour- 
age any really earnest Christian, for 
Mr. Hoste’s personal presence was not 
at first very impressive; he had a thin. 
high voice, he could not sway large 
audiences by his eloquence as other 
speakers did, and he had a wholesome 
sense of humor concerning himself and 
others. He knew that he must depend 
on the grace of God moment by moment 
and gave all the glory to God for his 
accomplishments. It is the kind of book 
that one marks again and again, for it 
is filled with pithy summaries of abso- 
lutely vital principles that one would 
like to remember. Mr. Hoste had a keen, 
quick mind, was meticulous in all mat- 
ters of detail, and had great gifts in 
knowing how to work with many differ- 
ent kinds of men and women and per- 
suading them to werk happily together. 

Perhaps the greatest lessons of the 
book come from his consistent and life- 
long habit of giving ample time to 
prayer, for himself, his loved ones, his 
friends, and his work; and his deter- 
mination tc make all things contribute 
to the proclamation of the Gospel 
throughout the’ great land of China. 
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Bread from Bellevue Oven. By Robert POPPI PIPPI ILA PPP 


G. Lee, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. (Sword of 
Christian Sanatorium 


the Lord Pub., Wheaton, Ill, $2.) 
“We live in a world of invertebrate 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 


theology, jellyfish morality, seesaw re- 
ligion, India rubber convictions, som- 


ersault philosophy, and a psychology that NEEDS 
tells us what we already know in words SEVERAL TRAINED NURSES 
and 
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calisthenic conventionality utterly de- Apply to 

void of devotional vitality — censorious 

of spiritual and far-sighted leadership, SUPERVISOR OF NURSES 
worldlily wayward, and peevishly puny. CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM Wyckoff, N. J. 











Then can Ichabod be written over its 





200 Million in Europe Have Never Heard or 
Handled the 
Word of 


Pray... Practice... Pay... 
To Make Them Wise Unto Salvation 


New Testament and Psalms urgently needed in 
Russian, Polish, and other Slavic ‘Tages s. They 
cost only 40c each, a trifling sum considering 
sible results. One used Bible in a village in Poland 
le? 200 souls to Christ. Your interest and gifts 
will help multiply such results. 


TRE SLAVIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Dr. F. J. Miles, International Secretary, Room 9 
5537 N. Glenweod Avenue Chicago 40, Illinois 
152 Eglinton Avenue, East Torento 12, Ont., Canada 








Write for free copy of 
our bimonthly maga- 
zine, ‘“The Slavic Evan- 
gel,’’ sent on request. 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 














THE 
BIBLE 
WORLD 
Me 


Accurate, substantial, attractive, and most convenient for use in large classes and 
departments, this large, colored map of the entire Bible world is really five maps in 
one. It shows: 

ROUTE OF THE Exopus OLD TESTAMENT PALESTINE 
MISSIONARY JOURNEYS OF PAUL NEW TESTAMENT PALESTINE 
ASSYRIA, EGYPT, AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE 


This large map covers all territory from Carthage on the west to the Persian Gulf 
on the east, and from the northern tip of the Caspian Sea on the north to Egypt 
and the Red Sea on the south. 


A heavy tube case is provided for storage and transportation. 
Size 56 x 44 inches - 


Mounted on solid rollers, with button strap for hanging and fastening in rolled 























position. In tube case > $4. 
' Mounted on enter < spring sales which operates like a wine shade. 
In tube case ‘ ; . > 4 7 $5.95 
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WANTED—Organist for large church in N. 
Philadelphia. Experi- 
ay and reference. No directing. Commencing Janu- 

Write Adv. No. 669, Sunday School Times, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. Pa. 


Be Armed With Tracts 


About 1,000 kinds to choose from 
25 cents brings large assortment of Gospel tracts 
$1 brings complete assortment 
Send for free catalogs of tracts, books, and 
Christian novelties 
OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Broadway Minneapolis 22, Minn. 
Chotr and 


pi¢té ROBES 


; panes ered pe fine lagu 8c 
A robes); J-53 (jr. robes): PSS (pulpit robes) . 


Vex") COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 








Y 
y New by 4 by iy ed aes ii. 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 


WASHINGTON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Second Semester begins Jan. 21, 1950 





Write for catalogue 


1445 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 


j Foupine CHAIRS 


- IN Steek€ oR 


FOLDING on TABLES 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
~\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 69 SCRANTON 2,PA. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


and 

Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 

Sileam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 

All Grades Through 4-Years College 
wage en inational. Recogni: 
i fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 
Fall Term Opened September 19 
Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 
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half a century of leadership, | 
1950 ByR.A. Torrey 
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portals, its pews, its pulpit. A church 
can change from a cataract of activity 
into a scum-covered pond of stagnation. 
Thus, forgetting that ‘she that liveth in 
pleasure is dead while she liveth,’ she 
hastens the departure of her glory.” 

These two quotations from “To Whom 
Shall We Go?” and “Good-bye to Glory,” 
respectively, are characteristic of the 
author and the content of this book. 
There are eight full-length sermons on 
subjects ranging all the way from “Chas- 
ing Fleas” to “Boo.” In the latter mes- 
sage, the author deals with those: who 
would derisively hoot Christianity out 
of existence, and he does it in a very 
satisfactory manner. 

“Up and Down a Tree” is a very ex- 
haustive and practical dissertation on 
Zacchzeus, the publican. “The Menace 
of Mediocrity” is worth the price of 
the book itself. All who have been 
thrilled with the pungent oratory of this 
well-known and beloved minister, who is 
now president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, will not be disappointed 
with this volume. The introduction by 
John R, Rice gives a summary of the 
remarkable growth of the Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church under the ministry of Dr. 
Lee, since 1927, 


Where Prayer and Purpose Meet. The 
W.C.T.U. Story. By Helen E, Tyler. (The 
Signal Press, Evanston, IIl., $2.) This is 
an account of the seventy-five years 
epic of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union, attractively written, full of 
information, and abundantly provided 
with portraits of the long series of good 
women who have done so much for the 
nation and its moral sanitation. All 
Christian women who can should, after 
reading this book, join themselves to the 
great organization which it describes 
that the immediate future may be even 
greater in successful accomplishment of 
fearfully needed reforms. 


A Protestant Primer on Roman Cathol- 
icism. By Angelo di Domenica, D.D. 
(May be had from the author, 1414 Cas- 
tle Ave., Philadelphia 45; $2.) The 
major points of variance between Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism are set 
forth in twenty-six brief and readable 
chapters. This valuable book could well 
occupy first place as a handbook of es- 
sential information on this subject. The 
evidences and arguments stem from the 
sound and well-taken premise that not 
only do these distinctions matter su- 
premely, but the whole procedure of 
controversy is legitimate and necessary. 
The knowledge of the author arises from 
personal and intimate association with 
the Roman Church. A very valuable fea- 
ture among many others is a table (p. 
54) showing the historical and chrono- 
logical addition of dogmas to the Roman 
Catholic framework of teaching. 

The author’s few words relative to 
Fundamentalist separation from denomi- 
nations deemed apostate may not be 
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agreed with by all. Indeed the opinion 
expressed, since it implies that working 
within the denomination would have 
been more beneficial than separation, 
seems a bit incongruous with the rise 
and witness of Protestantism. The be. 
lief is also expressed that the Pope ig 
the “son of perdition” (p. 78), and there 
is a eonfusing reference to God as the 
Father of mankind (p. 90). However, 
our Protestant heritage as opposed to 
the Roman Catholic tradition is so wey 
defended, both logically and Scriptur. 
ally, that these objections are not too 
important. 


Scriptural Material for 
the Universal Week of Prayer 


INCE 1846 the World’s Evangelical 

Alliance, with headquarters in Lon- 
don, has promoted the Universal Week 
of Prayer, beginning with the first Sun- 
day in January. This year it will be 
held from Sunday, January 1, through 
Sunday, January 8. 

The National Association of Evangel- 
icals has issued a Call to Prayer, signed 
by twenty-six well-known Christian 
leaders. It has also prepared a list of 
suggested topics for each day of the 
Week of Prayer, containing sermon 
topics and texts for the first Sunday, 
and items for prayer and Scripture read- 
ings for every day. (This material has 
just come to the Editor.) 

Copies of the Call and the Topics may 
be had upon request from the N.AE. 
chairman, Universal Week of Prayer, 
1306 Pontiac Bldg., 542 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago 5. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 2 to 8 

Mon.—Joel 2:28-32. The Power Foretold. 

PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh.” God inhabits 
eternity. He sees the future as clearly 
as the past. Nothing is hid from Him. 
He knows the end from the beginning. 
Prophecy is one of His delights. And 
His predictions and fulfillments furnish 
grand proof of the inspiration of the 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday sehool. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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Bible. Some, like the advent of Christ, 
are so intricate that only God who lives 
in eternity could declare and accomplish 
the prophecies. The advent of the Spirit 
and His ministry in common people 
down these centuries since Pentecost 
were predicted by Joel eight hundred 
years before Christ. Pray for new mani- 
festations of the Spirit’s convicting and 
converting power in every land. 









Tues.—Acts 2:1-11. The Power Given. 

PraYeR SuGcesTions: “We do hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful 
works of God.” Peter in his Pentecostal 
sermon says, “This is that . . . spoken 
by the prophet.” The Spirit’s grace 
abides with the Church; but certain gifts 
do not (see 1 Cor. 13:8). At Pentecost 
particular needs were met; the spiritual 
need of our present generation can be 
met only by the ministry of the Spirit. 
Pray for a church-wide, world-astound- 
ing revival. 















Wed.—Acts 2:12-21. The Power Interpreted. 
Prayer Succestions: “This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” 
Spiritual illumination is necessary for a 
correct underftanding of the Scriptures. 
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FRANCE NEEDS CHRIST. TOO! 


The French Bible Mission is a company of Bible-believing French Baptist churches, 
carrying the Gospel to French speaking of France, Belgium, and Switzerland. The 
Mission needs the support of Christians in America. 

For free literature and for arrangements for conference speakers write 
I. A. IVERSEN, Treasurer - Ameri Cc il of the French Bible Mission 
175 Fifth Avenue Room 1814 New York 10, N. Y. 














Stella M. Rudy's 
stella MRudys B AINBOW Series 


“Aunt” Stella's latest addition to her “Rainbow Series” of 
missionary stories. These stories will immediately appeal to 
teachers, pastors and children everywhere. The author, for 
years engaged in work with children in an orphanage in 
South China, is a skilled narrator drawing her material from 






such for away places as Afghanistan, Africa, China, India, 
Palestine and the islands of the sea. Twenty-four 
fascinating stories. $1.7 5 


New Rainbow Missionary Stories 


Children from all over the world appear in this col- 
lection of unusual missionary stories. “Aunt” Stella 
shows her great love for all children—“red and 
yellow, black and brown” as well as the white, 
lilustrated with line drawings, it is an excellent 
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Christmas Greeting 


FROM 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 





2 


Dr. Wm. Culbertso Dr. H 
oe Nn, Sibert ce ~=©S EWISH EVANGELISM , — amas 





Chmn., Advisory 


Christmas Day means much to all of us, most especially this year. It is 
one more gloriously golden opportunity to show our devoted gratitude to 


God. ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.’’ More than food parcels, more than 
bundles of clothes, more than medical care, vitally important as these are, 


is the preaching of the Gospel, the ceaseless witnessing to souls. 

The American Association for Jewish Evangelism was called into existence, 
is dedicated to the one purpose, of aggressive soul winning. Here your 
prayers, your loving gifts, will result in the salvation of Jewish and Gentile 
souls, In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we invite you, 
call upon you, beseech you to share your Christmas joys with those who 
are so frightfully needy. It will treble your joy this Christmas season — be- 
cause of the joy in the heart of Jesus Christ, in the hearts of saved Jewish 
souls, in your own heart. ; 

Help us now and often. God will bless you for good. May the cheicest 
blessings of God be yours this golden, happy season. : 


Yours most gratefully, 
HYMAN J. APPELMAN, President 
American Association for Jewish Evangelism Rey. A.B. Machlin 


WRITE: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC. Field Secretary 
. Box P 585 inona Lake, indiana 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
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We must be divinely instructed before 
we can instruct others. This was true 
in Peter’s case. The Lord opened his 
understanding that he might know in aj 
the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself (see Luke 24:45). We must 
have God's light to see His truth. Those 
who are “taught of God” can teach 
others. Pray, “Open thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). 
Thurs.—Acts 2:22-24, 32-36. 
Preaching in the Power, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We all are wit- 
nesses.” The fullness of the Spirit plus 
personal acquaintance with Christ and 
a message from God still are necessary 
for Gospel-preaching power. The first 
preachers of the Gospel are our exam- 
ples. Let us take heed to the doctrine 
and to ourselves so that we may save 
ourselves and others. Preaching power 
. a t is evidenced in soul-winning power. We 
°T3 ANY years ago, during a visit to Moody Bible do poorly unless hearers pod ‘ak “Men 


H and brethren, what shall we do?” P 
Institute, my mother learned about the Moody ion ieiahanialt aaimpiadinasiattnne ae 


Annuity Plan, under which money given to the Institute awakened, cleansed, and filled by the 


for its work also brings a sure financial return. Later she ee ee eee 
P . - _ Fri—Acts 2:37-41. “What Shall We Do?” 
became a Moody annuitant under a survivorship agree- Seaven Suceiemens: “Shen ond bra. 
ment, which transferred the annuity to me upon her ren, peggy me Se igre souls 
. ° ryin out under e awtu urden 
death. Now she has gone into the presence of the King, aoe pr. pegs mati Gags. Por . 
but the returns are still being realized in another gene- eral hundred feet around Whitefield’s 
P meeting place in Boston (1742) there 
ration. was hardly a spot not wet with peniten- 
tial tears. In these days there is slight 
oc ; conviction of sin. The Spirit must be 
I am thankful that, by placing some of my own funds cat nines tiki we ST aaa call 


in Moody Annuities, I have been able to follow in dull and fruitless. Tears in the church 

her’. ; : oe mean cries for mercy in the parish. Pray 
mothers footsteps and provide Bible training for anys for old-time conviction of sin in your 
young people who are going out to win souls for Christ.” congregation and community. 


Sat.—John 16:7-11. 
The Spirit Working With Us. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “He will reprove.” 


Double Dividends indeed! This annuitant is only one of the One proof of the Spirit’s working is 
that sinners become aware of sin, of 


many who rejoice in their unique partnership with Moody Bible ‘ ; ‘ 
Institute. You, too—by means of a single lump-sum gift—can Christ's righteousness, and of certain 
know the satisfaction of helping train young people for Christian judgment. We see little of these effects 
: 4 = Mr. -Finney’s presence in a _ factory, 
service, as well as the assurance of an unchanging financial return, through a reproving look at a careless 
year after year for life. Our illustrated booklet, person, was used of God to turn the 

Double Dividends, gives full information. Mail the factory into a place of prayer. Feel 


coupon now for your free copy! concerned about yourself if sinners are 
not concerned about their sins. Pray 
for more “wet meetings” in the churches. 













































































Sun.—Ephesians 1:15-23. 
Unmeasured Power. 


_ = ee ee ees ee ee es ee ee es os 
I Prayer SuccesTions: “The exceed- 

Please send me my free copy of your booklet, Double ing greatness of his power to us-ward 
j mn. who believe.” Do not limit the holy 
t Name One. He is able to do more than you 
j ask or think. His power is limit- 


Street less. There is nothing too hard for 











' Wy 2 . PP ’ ry 
a ; ween City Zone___ State Him. “If half the breath that’s vainly 


( I am under 20. Please send me Booklet A. spent were but to Heaven in prayer 
I sent, our cheerful songs would oft’ner 


THE DOUBLE R 1265 
" — sido oe. @ , be: ‘Hear what the Lord has done for 
me!” Hope in God. Call upon His 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE pa FL lp name for great and mighty things. 
: be Pray for revival, 











